DEFT. 


sas Jour 


Vo. 263. 102nd Year. LONDON, JULY 19, 1950. No. 4546. Price 1/- 


Registered as a Newspaper. 







KIP HOISTS 


ng months 


vas to give 
operating 
S, too, re- 
Goodyear 
eir efforts. 
s-defying 
stances. 
pregna‘ed 







‘ 
4 


Plant for Movement of Material Eze cn 
IN BULK vonn sv ncrr me wons JP 3) 


be reled 


QUERED BY 





SPECIALISTS IN 


GASWORKS CONSTRUCTION = 
MAINS GAS DISTRIBUTION 9 ¢ — 
CIVIL ENGINEERING 
CONTRACTORS 


63, STOCKPORT ROAD, 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, LANCS. 


PHONE :- ASHTON-U-LYNE 3641. - GRAMS:- "UKONENG" 


GAS COMPRESSORS 


HIGH SPEED 
VERTICAL 
RECIPROCATIN 
TYPE 
for pressures up (0 


100 lb. per sq. in 


Automatic 
Control 


Forced 
Lubrication 


The Compre 
is a two cra 
nachine driv 


Capacity—200,000c 


per hour against 25 
pressure with 1201). ste 


THE BRYAN DONKIN COMPANY LI! 
CHESTERFIELD 
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\ 
Miteage between overhauls is the only practical comparison for profit- 
per-ton-load and it shows the Morris-Commercial 5 ton Diesel to be by far 


the most profitable investment on a value-for-money basis. Remember the 


Saurer type Diesel engine and the chassis were designed for each other 


and are both manufactured under the same roof. 


mMORRIS-COMMERCIAt 


THE GREATEST NAME IN BRITISH TRANSPORT 


d * 
VANS 10cwt. |LORRIES 25/30cwt) TIPPERS 
15/20 cwt. 25/30 cwt.| 2-3 ton, 5 ton 2-3 ton, 5 ton (28-31 seater) 
* Choice of Petrol or Diesel (Saurer Patents), on 5 ton Lorries & Tippers and Passenger Chassis 


MORRIS COMMERCIAL CARS LTD - ADDERLEY PARK, BIRMINGHAM, 8 | qf... 
Overseas Business: Nuffield Exports Ltd., Oxford and 41, Piccadilly, London, W.1. 
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ia SAND & METAL SPUN PIPES 


THE STAVELEY IRON & CHEMICAL CO.. LTD. NR. CHESTERFIELD 


Controlied by the Staveley Coal & Iron Co. Ltd. 
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IN 
WIDE 
OPEN 


SPACES 
OR CRAMPED LITILE PLACES 


HILMOR BENDS 
with equal ease 


ovens ae * CG & @ Lightweight bench model and portabl 
RECOMUMEN 7S bondeal yo the plumber. — 
/ 


@ Rotary hydraulic benders for gas and 
steam tube. 

@ Hand and power. operated general 
purpose and short radius mandre] 
benders. 


A hie * 
TERECORDING 
ACCU TnuMeENt © a" 
65, CALSHOT STREET, 


Garth Road - Lower Morden LONDON, N.1. 


Surrey 
DERwent 2211 (3 lines). Telephone : TERminus 4714, 


Telegrams : 
For full information, write for illustrated Literature. “* Tubenders ’’ Phone London. 


pRECISION 
jbl CATING 


A.R. 1. 


“AGS” Gas 


Unsurpassed for 
Quality 
Accuracy 
Reliability 


A. G. SUTHERLAND LTD. 


Head Office: Warwick Road, Greet, BIRMINGHAM, II, and at LONDON and NOTTINGHAM 
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The photograph shows the neat arrangement of a W.W-D. 


Eleetro-detarrer and a Whessoee Multi-stage Static Ammonia 


Serubber, with capacities of 4 million cu. ft. of gas per day, 


installed at the Darlington Works of the Northern Gas Board. 


WHESSOE LIMITED, DARLINGTON Telephone: Darlington 5315 
LONDON OFFICE: 25 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 Telephone: Abbey 3881 
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A was amazed... 
at the results of “your 


SPECIAL 
VI-TERNUS PAINT 


For generations, Paint Technicians have searched for a fume-resistant formul 
which would enable them to produce a paint capable of withstanding the pen 
trating effect of chemical fumes which rot and discolour the surfaces of gasholde 

After months of painstaking research, we have perfected a new type of paint which) 
under exhaustive tests on gasholders all over the country, has been proved to posses 
both an unusual degree of permanency and the ability to stand up to the ravages » 
chemical, acid and other fumes. Tests have been so successful that orders ar 
already being received from Gas Undertakings who co-operated in the experiments, 

VI-TERNUS costs very little more than many non-resistant paints which har’ 
a considerably shorter life. 

At present this paint is available only in the shade of Permanent Foliage Grees, 
since this has proved to be the only shade capable of withstanding the fumes an 
also retaining its colour. Our Technicians are working steadily on this problem av 
it is expected that a full range of colours will shortly be offered. 


SPECIAL 
PERMANENT FOLIAGE 
GREEN PAINT 


Write today to: 
JOHN E. WILLIAMS & CO. LTD., PARTINCTON, MANCHESTER 


wVres Ome rao Se. eS Oe 











“GUNFIRE” PRODUCTIONS WILL SOLVE YOUR LIGHTING PROBLEM 
BY 
THE BRITISH, FOREIGN & COLONIAL AUTOMATIC LIGHT CONTROLLING CO. LTI 


BOURNEMOUTH 
ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY 
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De-breezing from stock-piles by | 


(Above) DE-BREEZING, WEIGHING AND BAGGING 
The output ranges from 20 to 25 tons of clean coke, 
bagged and weighed within the hour. Equipment in- 
cludes ACE Mobile Hoist, fitted with automatic 

tipping skip and arranged for remote control. 


(Below) DE-BREEZING AND BULK 
The same equipment is so LOADING 
designed as to be immediately 
adaptable for this alternative duty — 
the intermittent control 

then being set for contin- 

uous operation. Output of 

up to 50 tons of 

clean coke 


handling 
problems. 


Note: The hoist is entirely independent and mobile. 
Consequently you have a valuable standby unit for 
emergency hoisting needs. 


DE-BREEZING SCREENS 
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SLekcon STORAGE WALLS 


PROVIDE AN EFFICIENT MEANS OF STORING BULK MATERIALS, 
THEY SAVE SPACE AND ARE ALSO MOBILE, 


, Se % 
il A Pee 


“Ra ap 


STELCON (INDUSTRIAL FLOORS) LTD - FORD'S INN 


TELEPHONE: HOLBORN 2916 


THE 


MILBOURNE 
ROLLER CARRIAGE 


FOR 


SPIRALLY-GUIDED f 
GASHOLDERS 


PROVIDES 
CONTINUOUS LUBRICATION. 


A BOON IN SEVERE WEATHER. 


GASHOLDERS RIVETED OR 


AS APPLIED TO A 2,000,000 ©.FT. GASHOLDER ELECTRICALLY WELDED. 


C. & W. WALKER, L®°. sss 


Phone : Wellingon-Shropshire 12 ’Grams: “ Fortress,”’ Donnington, Shropshire 
LONDON OFFICE: 70, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. *Phone: Victoria 5842. ‘°Grams: “Fortress,’? Sowest London. 
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LLS 
rERIALS 
O BILE, 


Complete Handling Plants de- 
signed and manufactured by 
Fraser & Chalmers Engineering 
Works, incorporating the Robins’ 
system, are in operation in mines, 
collieries, power stations, gas 
works, docks and harbours and 
all types of factory everywhere. 
No other British manufacturer 
has had greater experience in 
solving the handling problems of 
vital heavy industries. 


NGTON, | ° 
uNaron « Erith, Ken 
SHIRE. * HEWITT-ROBINS \ 3 


hire 
London. 


TrROPRIETORS: THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTB. 
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1.C.1. Copper tubes 
ensure trouble-free 


Gas Systems 


For domestic gas systems, light gauge copper 
tubes made by the Metals Division of I.C.I. 


have five obvious advantages. They are :— 


Economical, both in laying costs and 
maintenance. 


Not attacked by normal town gas. 
Easily manipulated and installed. 
Strong in relation to their light weight. 


Neat in appearance. 


Whatever the building—farmhouse or factory ; 
house, hotel or hospital—the job is better done : 
with I.C.I. copper tubes. \N 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD LONDON SWI 


Fittings for copper tubes are made by Fyffe & Co. Ltd., Dundee, a subsidiary company of I.C.I. Ltd. ' 
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- HOLUERS 


CUIDE FRAMED 
SPIRAL 
WATERLESS 
HIGH PRESSURE 
REPAIRS AND 
INSPECTION 


80 EXPERIENCE ji 


fuego 
Se Dy, We 


CASHOLDERS AND TANKS 
OF ANY SIZE AND DESICN 


3-LIFT FRAME GUIDED soe. 205’ DIA. x 40’ DEEP, 33 MILLION CU. FT. 
CAPACITY. BATH RIVETTED OR WELDED 


181 


LcCLayron SON & €O., LTD. 


HUNSLET:- LEEDS + 10 





KIRKHAM, HULETT & CHANDLER LTD 


UNION FOUNDRY, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. Phone : MANSFIELD 1256/7 


Mn mM PM 
WASHERS for Ammonia and Benzol Extraction 
PURIFIERS AND PREHEATERS for Sulphur Extraction 
CONDENSERS for Water Extraction 


BENZOL PLANTS and TAR EXTRACTORS 





LONDON OFFICE : 


3 STAFFORD HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, W.C.2 
Phone : TEMPLE BAR 9910. Grams : WASHER, ESTRAND, LONDON 


| 
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HORSELEY BRIDGE AND THOMAS PIGGOTT LTD 


eee ee eee nee” 6h h6UT TC PUTLON ClUSCTAFERS 6°. PRONE 1104 P.B.X 
Pee woe TICE =) 5 ViCTFORTA STREET. - WESTMINSTER * S°W:1t 


LARGE DI } 
Dy HORSELEY: PIGGOTT 
FOR THE STEEL COMPANY OF WALES LTD 
GRITAINGS LARGEST STEEL PROJECT / 
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The salamander, lively and unscathed in the heart of fire, is the 
symbol of Asbestos. In the light, or in the glow of the fire, of that 
statement, Acknowledged Specialists. in Applied Asbestos, Asbestos 
shaped and suited to engineering problems and purposes, we of Bell’s 
desire our heraldic device to be examined and interpreted. Our 
symbolic portrayal intimately is known in Great Britain, in the 
Commonwealth of Nations, in many countries where industry is taking 
root or already is established. The salamander knows no frontiers, 
is industrially and internationally minded. Whether you travel by 
sea or air, by rail or car, whether you manufacture in Rochdale or 
Rhodesia, in Carlisle or Cape Town, in Glasgow or Glenelg, Asbestos 
in some measure and degree, hiddenly yet actively and persistently, 
is in your service. The variety of uses is a romance in itself and 
the description, a miracle among minerals, is no mere ornament of 
rhetoric but the simple fact, the sheer truth. Lively is the salamander 
at Slough and elsewhere and we ourselves practise and encourage a 
liveliness of address to any and every difficulty put to us for possible 
solution. Our success in research and application gives us confidence 
in inviting industry, particularly the engineering industry in all its 
phases, to be in touch with us. Great the past of Asbestos, immense 
and immeasurable the future 


Ring Bell’s 


BELL’S ASBESTOS AND ENGINEERING LIMITED 
SLOUGH (’ phone 20211) BUCKS 


_ 25 Branches (including 12 in the Dominions) 
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The sign of an organisation of fering many Services 


to the gas industry 


HENRY SIMON LTO 
TYRESOLES LtTO 


SIMON-CARVES LTD 
TURBINE GEARS LTO 


SIMON HANDLING 

ENGINEERS LTD 
DUDLEY FOUNDRY CO.LTO 

SANOHOLME IRON CO.LTO 


Coke ovens and by-product plants @ Mechanical gas producers @ Complete coal clea .ing 
and colliery surface equipment @ Coal and coke handling and storage @ Complete gasworks 
by-product plants @ Electrostatic precipitators @ Water-tube boilers and complete steam 
power plants @ Ash and dust handling @ Industrial gears and gear units @ Foundations, 


buildings and civil engineering 


Cheadle Heath, Stockport, Cheshire and Simon House, 6, Stratton Street, London, W.1 
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HEAD WRIGHTSON PROCESSES LTD 


in association with 


THE FLUOR CORPORATION LIMITED, 
LOS ANGELES 


Cooling by Thorough Air-Water Mixture. 
In the Fluor Counterflo Tower the 
water is expelled from Spirodome 
distributing nozzles in finely divided 
form, so that the air and water are 
intimately mixed. In this way the 
exhaust air is able to pick up the 
maximum amount of heat before being 


discharged into the atmosphere. 


Suitability for Small Ground Areas. ‘The , 
design of the Fluor Counterflo Cooling 
Tower enables it to be adapted to all 
requirements where ground space is 
restricted. 


COOLING 
TOWER 


Head Wrightson Processes Special Products Division offers 
design, erection and maintenance services on Fluor Counterflo 
Cooling Towers, and other special products of the Fluor 
Corporation Limited. 


Mtare efficient water cooling at reduced cast 


A Guarantee of Performance. Years of 
experimental work on full size test 


towers lie behind the development of 


‘the Fluor Counterflo Cooling Tower, 


and its firm Performance Guarantee. 


Flexibility. Unique prefabrication 
technique allows rapid extension to 
existing Fluor Counterflo Tower installa- 
tions and cell type construction allows 
economic siting of units. 


Costs. Capital and running costs are 
low. Variable speed motors take advan- 
tage of low wet bulb temperatures. 
Prefabrication cuts erection costs to 
minimum. 


Spray Nuisance. Loss of water due to 
entrainment is guaranteed to be not 
more than 0.2% of design water circu- 
lation. Thus spray nuisance is prac- 
tically eliminated. 


Head Wrightson Processes Ltd. 


> i 


TEESDALE HOUSE, 24-26, BALTIC STREET, LONDON, E.C.I. Clerkenwell 2656-7-8 
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THE SYMBOL OF SERVICE AND QUALITY 


VITREOUS ENAMELS VITREOUS ENAMELLING 
VITREOUS ENAMELLING (RECONDITIONING) 
REFRACTORY COATINGS ON METALS 


MiTchany 1631 (5 ins) STEWART & GRAY LTD. 


Telegrams : Paisley Works, Swains Road, 


Escol, Toot, London Tooting Junction, S.W.17 


7HG BIRTLEVY CO LTD RBiRTLEAY CO DURHAM TEL BIRTLEY [10-113 
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DESIGNED TO ENSURE LONG LIFE 
AND CONTINUED ACCURATE 
PERFORMANCE 
Asimple, robust construction, 
designed to avoid troublesome 
springs and complicated gears. 
Constructed of the finest 
materials and incorporating 
the best design features em- 
ployed in modern Gas Meter 

Practice. 

A specification detailing the 
special features of the Prepay- 
ment mechanism and valve es 4 
grating construction can be Y/ ps \ 
obtained on application to Bh 
either the Treforest Factory 

or Head Office at the Airport, Yy 
Walsall. Write to Dept. M. 


th ~ 


ciliwells ld Z 


TREFOREST TRADING ESTATE - PONTYPRIDD - GLAM -S. wales. 
HEAD OFF/CE~ THE AIRPORT 
WALSALL - STAFFORDSHIRE 
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AUTOMATIC GAS FIRING 


20, Control Panel; 19, Butterfly 

Damper Operating Motor; 18, 

Butterfly Damper; 17, Draught 

Switch; 16, Induced Draught 

Fan; 15, Air Registe. Plate Oper- | 
ating Motor; 14, Boiler Pressure Automatic Controls for Steam Raising, High- 
Switch ; 13, Boiler Level Switch; pressure Hot Water, Central Heating, Flame 
12, Flame Failure Electrode; 11, fajlure incorporating Sequence Lighting, 
Pilot Line Cock; 10, Main Oock ; rositive ignition from Pilot to Main Flame, 
9, Maintenance Line Trimming Time delay to ensure purge of combustion 
Cock; 8, Main Line Trimming ¢hamber before re-lighting. 

Cock; 7, Governor; 6, Magnetic The success of Flame Failure protection 
Valve; 5, Maintenance Line Con- —gepends on expert design and installation of 
trol Valve; 4, Magnetic Valve; the whole Gas-Firing System. 

3, Main Lime Control Valve; Contractors for design, supply, and installa- 
2, Refractory; 1, Burner. tion on site. 


Managing Director : 
F. M. H. Taylor, Ph.D., B.Sc, 
A.M.1.Chem.E., M.Inst.F., 


Telephone: WATERLOO 7356 M.1.H.V.E., A.M.I.Gas E. 
THERMOCONTROL INSTALLATIONS CO. LTD. 
2 Valentine Place, Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.l 


samumnence sagescemanrermmnreenemnepencerenstetee 


GUNITE REPAIRS 
to the G andstand 
at ‘Trent Bridge.’ 
Before and _ after 
treatment. 


Estimates given for en- 
casing structural steelwork 
and covering the wearing 
surface of chutes and 
bunkers, 


Photographs by kind permission 
of the Nottinghamshire County 
Cricket Club, and Messrs. Sutton 
& Pearce, Chartered Architects 
and Surveyors 15, Clarendon 
Street, Nottingham. 


CoEMENTATION 


BENTLEY WORKS, DONCASTER. 


London Office : 
39, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.I. 
Tel.: Abbey 5726-7-8 
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HYDRAULIC CONTROL"7/8" cu. yd. LOADER 


One of the most successful developments in post-war 


loading shovels is the Bray Hydraloader. Manufactured 
LOOK TO BRAY FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS with a minimum weight in ratio to giving a maximum 


AND CONTINUED LEADERSHIP bucket capacity, the Hydraloader reduces excavating 
and loading costs. Advanced design, low price and 
first-class performance is making the nation’s loader 


ANGLEDOZERS - BULLDOZERS - RIPPERS users buy more Hydraloaders. in 1950 Britain’s best 
WINCHES - PUMPS loader—prove it yourself by arranging a demonstration 
at once. 
DISPLAY FEATURES : 7/8 cu. yds. Bucket - Positive Hydraulic 
Action - Finger Tip Control - Unobstructed Vision - Headroom 
under7 ft. - ElectricStarting - Diesel, Petrol or Kerosene 
Engine Models. 


WwW ‘ F , BRAY EARLY DELIVERY 


& CO: 17D: 


ISLEWORTH : MIDOX - HOUNSLOW 4458-9 













116 


HAND 
WINCHES 
For All 
Purposes 


20 SIZES. 30 Ibs. to40 cwe. 


The Illustration shows one of 
our standard winches 





*Phone : UPLANDS 4871 
Telegrams : 
ELECTRIC, PHONE, LONDON 









Jonzon E1ecgric Firm Lr 
SoutH Gov DON, SURREY. 










STORAGE MADE SIMPLE 


SECO" ) 


STEEL STORAGE EQUIPMENT 
FOR FACTORIES AND STORES 


SECO Steel Equipment is suitable for all storage 
requirements, giving maximum storage capacity 
in the minimum floor space. A SEC dard 
Unit is available to suit your every storage need. 

l units can be easily assem! with a screw- 
driver and spanner by unskilled labour on site. 
We also undertake the production and installation 
of storage equipment to customers’ own speci- 
fications. Send for List J. 


THE STEEL EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. 
Greets Green, West Bromwich, Staffs., England 
"Phone: TIPTON 1137-8-9 "Grams: Equipit, West Bromwich 
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TUBELA Hydraulic 
Pipe Bending Machine; 


Following the success of our copper tube bending machines ou 
range of ue gronncseg Pipe Benders has been produced to deal wit) 
all classes of heavy water, gas or steam barrel on 

from }" -3” diameter. (Model H.! illustrated). 
A special feature is our patented attachment 
enabling 180° bends to be effected rapidly and 
with ease. Model H.2 TUBELA Hydraulic 
Bender, the latest in our range is designed 
to bend heavy gauge pipes from }”-1}” only 
and is very competitive in price. These 
machines are modern in every 
sense of the word. 













Model H.1 
Hydraulic Bender 





Please write for 
full details 


LAWLER, AYERS & CO. LTD. 


54 OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C.2 
Tel. LONDON WALL 510! (3 tines) 




















The illustrations show two high pressure gas compressors 
which we made recently to order. 
design and manufacture of compressors for both air and 
gases, we make compressors for a wide range of capacity 
and pressure up to 5000 Ibs. per sq. inch. 





HIGH PRESSURE 
GAS COMPRESSORS for 


pressures up to 5,000 lbs. per sq. in. 






As specialists in the 


















The compressor shown above has a capacity of 
25 cu. ft. of free hydrogen per minute com- 
pressed to 3000 Ibs./sq. inch. The illustration 
on the right shows a four-stage compressor 
with a delivered capacity of 200 cu. ft. of free 
town’s gas per minute compressed to 5000 lbs. 


per sq. inch. 


For full information regarding gas compressors, write, giving 
particulars of the duty required, to—- 


REAVELL & CO., LTD. 4 


RANELAGH WORKS, 


Telegrams: *‘REAVELL, IPSWICH.” 


IPSWICH 


Phone Nos. 2124 & 2125 
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WM. SUGG & COMPANY LIMITED 
of Westminster, are manufacturers 
of a wide range of street lanterns 
to meet modern requirements. 
The services of the technical staff 
are freely available in planning in- 
stallations or considering any aspect 


of street lighting. 


| WESTMINSTER )] 


The Group ‘B’ “Southport’’ Lantern 
for high level Group ‘B’ Lighting ? 


(Design Passed by the Royal Fine Art Commission '949) 
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e Are Your 
e MAINS CLEAN? 








OFFERS 
YOU A 
MODERN 
COOKER 
with all the 
neabeaiitcoi The Horizontal Boring Method employed is 
of cast-iron | 00%effective in cleaning mains, a considerable 
construction length being treated at one time with hardly 
any interruption to the supply of gas. 
Full information fron 
GENERAL DESCALING CO. LTD. 
289, HANOVE 
R. RUSSELL Phone: Sheffield 21202-3 ys “4 ey po dp weer Shef 
& SONS Ltd. n association wi 
: WILLIAM PRESS & SON LTD. 
DERBY 22, QUEEN ANNE’S GATE, WESTMINSTER, S.W 
Phone: WHitehall 1752-3 & 2961 Telegrams : Unwater, Par!, Lo 
; WILLOUGHBY LANE, TOTTENHAM, N.17 
Asm ie Pe a oe Phone: TOTtenham 2665-8 Telegrams: Unwater, Southtot, Lo 


10 Blythswood Street, Glasgow, C.2. 


Flame Failure PROTECTION 


for 


MULTI BURNER 


INSTALLATIONS 


IT'$ Spezsom, 
ITS NEW/ 


SPERSOM MULTI-SAFE CONTROL 
(Pat. No, 8230/50) 


The G.807 SPERSOM patented Multi-Safe Control has been designed 
perfected to safeguard the innumerable installations in which two or ™ 
widely spaced non-interlighting burners are employed. This enables |) 
protection to be achieved with a single thermo-magnetic Safe Control Pi 
by the addition of one SPERSOM G.807 Multi-Safe Control and one pi 
burner unit for each main burner. By utilising this system, should the fi 
fail at any one burner it will either be reignited by the pilot burner of 
the pilot burner has also failed, the G.807 Multi-Safe Control will couse! 
main gas supply to be cut off from the whole of the apparatus. 
We shall be pleased to forward our pamphlet upon request. 


SPERRYN & CO., MOORSOM ST., BIRMINGHAM, | 






























19, 1950 July 19, 1950 GAS JOURNAL 


iG 


loyed is 
iderable 
h hardly 


of gas. 


LTD. 
ELD 


Descaling, Sh 


J" “13 YEARS YOUNG 
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»N O” Hundred and Three years ago, the Industry 


was a very modest stripling; but so too was the 


first Drake. 


They have grown up together; they still prefer to look 
forward rather than back; they still believe the best 
is yet to be—and strive steadily and purposefully to 


that end. 
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iy CONSTRUCTIONAL GAS ENGINEERS FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY 
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GREENHEAD WORKS 
GLASGOW, S.E. 


and at 
LONDON * BRISTOL’ BIRMINGHAM [| 
MANCHESTER * DUNDEE - LEEDS 
NEWCASTLE : BELFAST - DUBLIN 
U.S.A, WORKS - - - PASSAIC 


Evershed Gas Pressure Equipment 
at Weston-super-Mare 


Two electronic Gas Pressure Transmitters, two Switch- 
board Pattern Indicators and a 6 inch duplex Chart 
Recorder are among the Evershed equipment incor- 
porated in the Weston-super-Mare high pressure gas 
system. 

The mains radiate from Weston 15 miles to Clevedon 
and 21 miles to Wells. At these points the gas is supplied 
through governors into storage holders for redistribution 
at normal low pressures. 

The Evershed Indicating and Recording Instruments at 
Weston-super-Mare enable the operator there to vary 
pressure to the mains as required in accordance with the 
actual pressure at Clevedon and Wells. 

Full details of Fvershed Electronic Repeaters are found 
in Publication C.J. 221. 


EVERSHED & VIGNOLES UTD acronLAne worKs - CHISWICK . W4 « TEL: CHISWICK 3670 . TELEGRAMS : MEGGER CHISK LONDON + CARLES : MEGGER LONDON 
4 


EVERSHED 
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Manufacturers of :- 


* DICK’S ORIGINAL” BALATA Belts 
For all general purpose drives 


“ DIXEL” VEE ROPES 


Made endless or open for drives up to 
3 000 H.P. 


“ DIXIT” Belting 
Acid and Heat Resistant 


“RUBERIX” BELTING 


Solid Woven from “Filastic” yarn 
Vulcanised 


* DIXADD” BELTING 
Combination Belt giving extra power 


“ DICKROPE” 
RUBBER, MOULDED, ENDLESS 


Catalogues and Price Lists on application 


Evershed Instrumentation 
for Gas Undertakings 


Remote indication of gas holder volume — Indication at 
the producing plant of pressure at local distribution 
governors in high and medium pressure mains — automatic 
operation of control valves and governors — these are 
some of the features of Evershed instrumentation which 
provides centralised indication and control for modern gas 
undertakings. 

Users report that the smallest variations in quantity are 
faithfully indicated, thus facilitating economy in both 


-production and distribution. Booster pumps can be run 


with the utmost economy in accordance with the actual 
pressure at distant points. 

Eversheds have many instrumentation systems each 
evolved to meet the varying needs of the industry. Write 
today for Specification G.J. 23, 


Working 24 hours a day 
entirely alone: 


That is the advantage of Ever- 
shed recorders — they are al- 
ways at work, need nv attention, 
and their charts show exactly 
what was happening at any 
moment day or night. 


PROCESS CONTROLLERS 
REMOTE CONTROLLERS 
INDICATORS & RECORDERS 


MEGGER- TESTERS 


5/161 
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NOW IT CAN BE TOLD! 


Ever since the first of these advertisements reached the 
public, there’s been no end to enquiries and sales... 
proving the enormous popularity of this little cooker that 


brings to 1, 2, and 3-room homes a complete cooking service. 


Over 14,000,000 circulation for Junior General 
advertising — in Radio Times, London and leading 
provincial papers! And here are some of the 
attractive, successful advertisements ! 


riers; o 
x DOMLINE yrmet): eam finish 


Call at yout jocal Gas showroo™ 


Ty 


. a a n i e Ras 
Advertising continues : FOR Wig, * bois) 
and your orders can be 
promptly filled 


LL NAMES AND ADDRESSES of 
A enquirers have been passed 
along to Gas Undertakings, and this 
sales co-operation will continue as 
the advertising goes on. Our pro- 
duction has been built up to meet the 
enormous demand and we can 
despatch to you promptly. Don’t delay showing and selling 
the Junior General Gas Cooker —sturdily built; finished in black and cream 
enamel; with 1 boiling burner and griller (or 2 boiling burners); measuring 
203” wide, 12%” high, 12%’deep. Get in touch with us today. 


GENERAL GAS APPLIANCES LIMITED 3 vicor: él) 


Allied Ironfounders Ltd.) 
CORPORATION ROAD, AUDENSHAW, MANCHESTER 


c 














Smokeless zones are now being planned and, in 
Radiation whole house warming by ducted air, 


architects will find a ready answer to the problem 





of providing whole house warming virtually with- 





out smoke. This system, perfected by Radiation Ltd. 





in their Stanmore experimental houses, warms by 





ducted air and burns fuel on the down-draught 





principle, whereby the smoke itself is consumed 





by the fire. The greatest thermal value is extracted 





from the fuel and all the time that the furnace 











is in operation it is keeping a copious 








Whole 











GAS JOURNAL 


STANMORE EXPERIMENT A COMPLETE SUCCESS 


Fire 
without smoke 





by Radiation duce 5 ait 


Issued by Radiation Itd. Aston, Birmingham 6 and Stratford Place, London, W.1. 





a supply of ducted air, warming and ventilating, 
and while it warms it is constantly circulating a 
clean and refreshed atmosphere throughout the 
house. Details of the Stanmore experiment have 
been published and will be gladly sent to enquir- 
ers. Meanwhile we cordially invite architects, 
housing authorities and others— especially those 
concerned with appliances suitable for smoke- 


less zones—to visit Stanmore houses. But 


‘# please apply first for an appointment 


of. sek 


to 
supply of domestic hot water at a Lancelot Works, Wembley, Middlesex. 
high temperature and circulating P| Phone : Wembley 6221. 
N 
bs / 


Radiation Group Sales Limited, 


“Fin in 
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Progress Photograph No. 3. 


INTERMITTENT VERTICAL 
MBER PLANTS in this Country is steadily 
tasing as their merits become more widely 
gnised, Particularly in these days of high Capital 
sand high Prices the following facts make them 
eand more the ideal Carbonising Process. 


number’ of 


Carbonise any Coal without difficulty. 
Higher Therms per ton. 

Less Breeze production. 

Low maintenance and long life. 


Good working conditions. 


4s Campers ~& Coxe Ovens, Ln. 
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1.V.C. Plant, Howdon, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


INTERMITTENT 
VERTICAL 
CHAMBERS 


ARE AT YOUR 
SERVICE 


CHANDOS HOUSE, BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON S.W.1. 
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Take Time by the 'TVLOCK’ 


Time is vital when you are having conveyor belts repaired or made “endless” 


on site—the time the job takes and the time it will last. The B.T.R. mobile belt 
service is organised on the principle that 


an hour saved on the job is an hour’s extra 
output. That is why a planning engineer 
comes on ahead to examine the site and 
make detailed arrangements with you. 

And will the job last? B.T.R. technologists 
have developed a splice that is known for 
its permanence — from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats. ‘Tylock’ is its name and it is 
exclusive to B.T.R. 


So send for B.T.R. mobile belt service and 


take time by the ‘ Tylock’. The B.T.R. mobile belt service using modern flame- 
proof equipment is available anywhere in Great 
Britain—above or below ground—for the examina- 
tion and repair of conveyor and transmission bel's 
and for making new belts endless on site. 


BRITISH TYRE & RUBBER CO. LTD. 
HERGA HOUSE, VINCENT SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.'. 


Telephone: VICTORIA 3848 


Northern Service: Leyland, Lancs. Telephone: LEYLAND 81281 
Scottish Service: 26, Kingston Street, Glasgow, C.5. Telephone: SOUTH 2782 


D B33 








July 19, 1950 GAS JOURNAL 125 


JUTSIZE COOKER to. 


arger Households 


This new De La Rue large capacity Cooker is 
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specially designed for small caterers and large 
f $ households. It provides all the advantages of the 
4 normal domestic cooker— plus extra capacity, 
greater control of cooking, and much less work 


in cleaning. 


lless ” 


> belt 


@ 6 BOILING RINGS (or 5 plus grill as illustrated) 

@ 3 RINGS WITH SPECIAL SIMMERING DEVICES 

@ EXTRA LARGE SIZE TEMPERATURE-CONTROLLED OVEN 
@ BALANCED DROP-DOWN DOOR 

@ VITREOUS ENAMEL FINISH INSIDE AND OUT 

@ MAY BE USED SINGLY, OR IN BATTERIES 
@ PLATE-RACK OPTIONAL 


De La Rue- 





* Write for illustrated 





flame- leaflets to :— 
com THOMAS DE LA RUE & CO. LTD. 
m bel's HL ARGE CAPA es 9 (Potterton Gas Division) 


Imperial House, 84/86 Regent St., 


4 AS London, W.1 
Northern Area : 4 Albert Sq., Manchester, 3 
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SAFETY 


In the event of a failure automatically 
cuts off gas. Must be manually reset. 


PROMPT DELIVERIES 


The ‘*THERMOPERL ” thermo-electric valve is made for 
ratings upto 900 cu.ft. per hour. Improved type has 
high shock resistaxce to deal with all contingencies. 
The latest type “PERL” thermocouple of improved 
design, guaranteed fc, long life, gives a high output, 
whilst permitting arapid shut down. The complete 
unit is made at our own works, and under our own 
su rervision 
Also 
INDUSTRIAL & BOILER THERMOSTATS 
ROOMSTATS : RELAY CONTROL VALVES 
MAGNETIC GAS VALVES 


PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS 2+ THE FULL RANGE 


PERL CONTROLS LIMITED 


672 FULHAM ROAD -LONDON-SW6 
TELEPHONE RENOWN: 4049 
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ELECTRICAL ECONOMICS 


HE Economist puts forward some healthy criticisms 
T of the grandiose schemes of the British Electricity 
Authority. ‘The new authority contemplates an 
outlay of £100 mill. annually for many years to come on 
replacement and expansion of plant, which it believes to be 
essential if the supply system is to catch up with existing and 
potential demand.’ The main question is whether electricity 
is justified in claiming so large a share of the country’s capital 
resources, with the risk that charges for interest and deprecia- 
tion may increase considerably in comparison with those on 
existing plant. A good deal turns on whether the present 
load factor, artificially high just now because of the restrictions 
on peak period consumption, will be maintained when plant 
is expanded to cover the peak demand. It is asked whether 
the B.E.A. is taking very seriously recommendations which 
have been put forward to make it worth while for the consumer 
to burn electricity at off-peak times instead of at peak times. 
Certainly the present policy of charging the domestic consumer 
prices lower than cost, without any restriction, can have no 
such effect. The effect it does have is to give electricity a 
privileged position in competition with gas. In an actual case 
a domestic consumer paid an average of 0.88d. per unit for 
a consumption last quarter of 990 units. If it be conceded 
that 20 units of electricity does the work of one therm of gas 
this would be equivalent to 16.7d. per therm, which is getting 
perilously near to the 15.1d. actually paid by the same con- 
sumer using 126.45 therms. In a table of costs which accom- 
panied the Economist article, generation costs alone are given 
as 0.552d. while the total cost is 1.152d. per unit. It is clear 
that industrial and other consumers are subsidising the 
domestic consumer, whose preferential rate does nothing 
whatever to improve the load factor. 


Capital charges must indeed ‘ bulk exceptionally large 
in the working budget of the electricity supply industry.’ 
The last few points of efficiency are only realised in mammoth 
power stations built at fabulous cost. And yet the authority 
has the privileges of a gilt-edged borrower—not forgetting 
the favour of a gullible public, else why does electricity stock 
keep its high position among comparable investments ? 
The fact is that electricity has got so used to this favoured 
position that it still thinks that if it could spend money without 
restriction it could overcome its difficulties of shortages of 
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plant and equipment without a substantial increase in costs 
per unit. The Economist, commendably free from this 
electricity obsession, doubts it. 


The article is itself a critique of a paper read by Sir Henry 
Self, Deputy Chairman of the B.E.A., to the British Electrical 
Power Convention. The ‘basic faith’ of the electrician 
should be noted—‘that major expansion of the supply 
industry must be undertaken as a prime necessity for true 
national development.’ Surely it is time that these claims, 
put forward by one or other section of the fuel industry, 
should be brought down to the level of the national economy 
of coal and the world economy of fuel upon which they must 
all ultimately be based. 


EAST MIDLAND PRICES 


ITH a warning that there is nothing left in the ‘ kitty ’ 
W and that any further rise in costs must involve an 

almost immediate increase in the price of gas, the 
East Midlands Gas Board has announced that by utilising 
a margin allowed for in earlier estimates and taking advantage 
of economies already made since vesting day it will not at 
present pass any of the £367,000 per annum additional burden 
of costs on to the consumer. Mr. H. F. H. Jones, Chairman 
of the board, made this welcome statement at the annual 
meeting of the East Midlands Gas Consultative Council—the 
first to which the Press were invited—and he was asked whether 
or not the ultimate aim of nationalisation was to reduce the 
price of gas. He qualified his affirmative reply by explaining 
that two factors had to be faced—one the expense involved, 
especially in the smaller undertakings, in raising the standard 
of service; the other the complicated business of building 
up a staff sufficiently highly skilled to deal with all aspects 
of amalgamation. Nevertheless he claimed that in comparison 
with the rest of the country gas in the East Midlands was not 
excessively dear, and he expressed his hope that when the 
board receives its first year’s accounts— within the next 
few weeks ’"—it will be possible to review the present price 
structure. 


One of the most obvious approaches to cheaper gas is an 
increase in sales, but at present the board has to deal with 
the delicate question of declining to take on new loads which, 
for the time being, it cannot meet satisfactorily. Mr. Jones is 
confident that there is great scope for developing the in- 
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dustrial load, provided the price is right, and that the board’s 
policy in regard to appliance prices is ericouraging, with 
good domestic prospects in most parts of the area. Price 
adjustments made before the recent increases in costs have 
aroused protests, one in particular from Market Harborough, 
an essentially domestic district, where the price was raised 
from 1s. 3d. to 1s. 53d. per therm, and another from the 
East Midlands branch of the National Union of Manufac- 
turers concerning the abolition of a special industrial rate. 
The board and the union have slightly different views as 
to the percentage increase resulting from the change, but 
specific grievances are to be discussed between the commercial 
manager and the officials of the union—a form of negotiation 
which has the blessing of the consultative council. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


, NE of the reasons why one half to three-fourths of 
the members of the gas consultative councils are 
nominees of local authorities is that they may be 

presumed to be well experienced in ‘ public relations "—in 
informing the public of what they do and taking heed of 
what the public want. When Mr. P. J. Noel Baker, Minister 
of Fuel and Power, met the chairmen of all the consultative 
councils on June 30 he re-emphasised the importance of this 
side of their work, and when the East Midlands council met 
four days later Alderman C. R. Bates secured the ready 
sanction of his colleagues to the printing and display on 
all available notice boards of lists of names and addresses of 
members of local committees to whom complaints and sug- 
gestions about gas service could be addressed. The whole 
machine is still new, and the consumer does not yet fully 
understand it. Minor complaints should, as always, be settled 
over the counter. The local member of the council or divi- 
sional committee is the second line of attack, and it has now 
been ruled that once a complaint reaches the local member 
he must not go direct to the local manager but must report 
to the secretary—a ruling which must be a disappointment 
to councillors anxious to take the shortest cut to peace. 


The East Midlands was the eleventh of the 12 consultative 
councils to open its doors to the Press—the Scottish still 
meets in private—and we were welcomed at Nottingham on 
July 4 to a meeting which would have had a better local 
Press and would have been less onerous to report if the scribes 
could have been provided with copies of the communications 
discussed. When an announcement is read at high speed 
it is assumed that a copy will be available; if such an 
announcement is confidential we think it would be better 
if it could be held back until the council goes into committee. 
Members with reports in front of them may be moved to 
oratory on ‘ Item 2’ or ‘ Paragraph (C)’ but their speeches 
are meaningless to those who have no such documents 
available. We know there are difficulties, that sometimes a 
particular passage is not for publication; but we have yet 
to find a journalist who would betray a genuine confidence. 
We have come across similar difficulties at other consultative 





The dispute between the London Society of Compositors 
and the London Master Printers’ Association continues, and 
no overtime is being worked. As a result, there has been no 
alternative but to reduce temporarily the number of pages of 
the Gas Journal. Within the enforced smaller compass we are 
doing all possible to maintain the Journal news and technical 
service, though abbreviation is inevitable till the dispute is 
settled. In the difficult circumstances we ask subscribers’ 
indulgence. 
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council meetings, and in course of time we have overcome 
them with cordiality and goodwill. Perhaps when the chair- 
men meet again they will be able to agree on some general 
practice to encourage what, after all, is the best publicity they 
can get—a good Press. 


MONEY FROM METERS 


HE decision of the Eastbourne Watch Committee to 

take to a higher court the case of a householder who 

took money from a gas meter promises to be one of 
some importance. The case originated when a housewife 
admitted taking £2 10s. from the meter, but in spite of this 
plea of guilty the magistrates dismissed the charge, con- 
sidering that the accused had no case to answer. ‘The 
Town Clerk of Eastbourne, in reporting to the Watch Com- 
mittee later, said that the bench had apparently con- 
sidered that money in the meter belonged to the woman's 
husband until collected, and that, as a wife could not 
normally commit larceny against her husband’s property, 
no offence had been committed. After taking counsel's 
opinion, the Town Clerk has applied for a case to be stated 
for the opinion of the Divisional Court of the King’s 
Bench Division. We understand that this case will be 
based on a ruling given by the King’s Bench nearly 50 
years ago when in the case of Mr. Edmundson, from whose 
gas meter 19s. was stolen, it was decided that the gas under- 
taking was in possession of the money in the prepayment 
meter. 


According to the Journal of November 4, 1902, in the 
case of Edmundson v. Longton Corporation, the Corpora- 
tion contended that the appellant ‘was responsible for the [ 
contents of. the box under the Longton Gas Act, the box | 
being merely placed in the house for his convenience, and [ 
that depositing coin therein was not a discharge for the [ 
gas consumed.’ The Justices did not accept this view, | 


asserting that ‘it is clear that consumers cannot be called FF 


upon to pay twice over when they have fulfilled the con- 
tract under which the gas was supplied.’ This case would 
appear to be the only reported King’s Bench decision on 
this question. It is contrary to the tendency in recent years 
for magistrates to assume that the householder is in posses- 
sion. A reversal of this opinion would not be welcome 
to the distributing authority; it would be faced with 
the responsibility of showing whether the money was 
stolen by the householder himself or by some other party, 
and only in the former instance would any redress be 
forthcoming, although it is of interest to note that in the 
Edmundson case the Justices suggested that had an action 
been brought against the consumer for negligence in re- 
spect of the box, ‘different considerations might have 
arisen.” 


o 
Diary 
July 26.—Industrial Gas Development Committee ;: Gas Indus- 
try House, 9.30 a.m. 
July 27.—North Thames Gas Consultative Council: St. Enmin’s 
Hotel, Westminster, S.W.1, 2.30 p.m. 
July 28.—Northern Junior Gas : Visit to Expanded 
Metal Co., Ltd., West Hartlepool. 
Sept. 5-7.—Irish Gas Association: Annual Meeting, Limerick. 
Sept. 18-22.—Association of Public Lighting Engineers: Annual 
Meeting and Conference, Bournemouth 
Sept. 20.—Southern Gas Consultative Council: 


Reading, F 
2.30 p.m. 
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Letter to the Editor 


LAW OF GAS SUPPLY 


Dear Sir,—The law of gas supply was always of significance 
to those in the service of the gas industry, but it has become 
increasingly important since the industry was nationalised by 
and operates under the Gas Act, 1948, as extended by the 
Regulations and Statutory Instruments made by the Minister 
of Fuel and Power. 


In view of the numerous enquiries which I receive, would 
you allow me to say, through your columns, that students of 
the Chartered Institute of Secretaries (of whom there are 
18,000) may take—as an alternative to company law—the law 
of gas supply? The syllabus comprises the Gas Act, 1948, 
excluding the Third Schedule in the Intermediate Examination, 
but including the Third Schedule and the Regulations and 
Statutory Instruments made under the Act in the Final Examin- 
ition. Similar options are offered to those in the electricity 
and coal mining industries, by the examinations of the Insti- 
tute in the law of electricity supply and in the law and 
administration of the coal mining industry. 

The obligatory subjects remain unaltered—namely, English, 
Economics, Accountancy, General Principles of Law, Mer- 
cantile Law, and Secretarial Practice, the objects being to 
instruct and examine students in subjects of practical use in 
their work, whether they occupy positions as secretaries or not 
and with a view to membership of the Institute. 


While tuition is widely offered in these subjects, courses of 
instruction are not yet available in the many branches of the 
law affecting the manufacture, distribution, and utilisation of 
gas. Consequently, the syllabus in the law of gas supply has 
been limited to the Gas Act and the Regulations and Statutory 
Instruments made thereunder. No doubt such special courses 
will become available when the number of examination candi- 
dates from the gas industry warrants the extension of the 
instruction, as well it may having regard to the desire and 
necessity of those engaged in the industry being well informed 


of the direct and indirect requirements of the law. 


Information and advice concerning the examinations and 
membership of the Institute (which comprises 20,800 Fellows 
and Associates) can be obtained from the Secretary, Dr. A. M. 
Allen, 16, George Street, Mansion House, London, E.C.4, or 
from its branches in the British Isles and Overseas. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. R. W. ALEXANDER, 
Vice-President. 
1, Brick Court, 
Temple, 
London, E.C.4. 
July 4, 1950. 


Colonel W. Moncrieff Carr, C.B.E., T.D., Chairman of the North 
Western Gas Board, leaving Buckingham Palace with Mrs. Carr 
after being invested by H.M. the King with the c.B.E. 
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TAR AND BENZOLE IN GERMANY 


_ A comprehensive report on the German coal tar and benzole 
industries during the period 1939-1945 (BIOS Survey No. 25) has 
been published by the Technical Information and Documents 
Unit of the Board of Trade. It embodies some 70 individual reports 
issued by the British Intelligence Objectives Sub-Committee and 
other allied organisations, the information in which has been 
carefully summarised and systematised in a survey of some 180 
pages with many separate diagrams showing plant layout, con- 
structional details, and flow sheets, contained in a pocket in the 
back cover. The authors are Messrs. G. H. Fuidge, Chief Physicist, 
and A. L. Deadman, of the South Eastern Gas Board Central 
Laboratories. In a foreword they point out that the descriptions 
of various works plant and processes relate mostly to pre-war 
and wartime conditions, and may not now be applicable. Most 
of the German works suffered very considerable war damage and 
as a result the operations carried out therein have been consider- 
ably modified, or in some cases discontinued. Nevertheless, the 
authors feel that the information should provide a basis for 
comparison with technical developments in this country. 


A historical and general survey shows in particular the progressive 
increase in the proportion of total tar production that was distilled 
in Germany up to the year 1943. In particular, the amount of 
high-temperature tar distilled more than doubled between the 
two wars. By 1943 the high-temperature and the low-temperature 
tar industries were about equal in size, but their difference in all 
other respects has necessitated separate consideration in the 
report. 


The methods of distillation of high-temperature tar are described, 
reference being made to special plant. The products of this distilla- 
tion are dealt with in detail under the general headings of pitch 
(medium-soft and hard), road tars, tar-oils, anthracene, naphthalene, 
phenols, and tar-bases, and the more important commercial appli- 
cations are indicated. There is also a section on methods of treat- 
ment of effluents and the recovery of phenols therefrom, together 
with an outline of methods of manufacture of some of the more 
notable compounds of pure coal-tar chemicals. The section on 
low-temperature tar deals briefly with the Krupp-Lurgi and the 
Lurgi-Spulgas carbonisation processes, and describes the processing 
of the tar products, mainly by distillation and by hydrogenation. 


Messrs. Fuidge and Deadman are to be congratulated on a 
masterly collation of information which must have involved many 
hours of work. 


The report is available from H.M. Stationery Office, price 
5s. 6d. (Ss. 10d. by post). 


COAL RESEARCH 


At a meeting of the Coke Oven National Consultative Council 
of the National Coal Board on June 6, Sir Charles Ellis recalled 
the foundation of the Coal Survey some years before the war, a 
service which was now half as large again as it was when the Board 
took over the mines in 1947. He doubted if any coal-producing 
country knew as much as Britain about the extent of its coal reserves 
and the probable course of future working. Dr. W. Idris Jones, 
Director-General of the N.C.B.’s Scientific Department, said that 
the Board had reviewed all the coals in the country so as to make 
it easier to blend different qualities in coke ovens and so conserve 
the highest qualities which were becoming increasingly scarce. 
In South Wales, for instance, Somerset coal had been blended with 
South Wales coal. At the Board’s Central Research Establishment, 
near Cheltenham, experimental coke ovens were being installed 
to enable the physical properties of coals suitable for coking to be 
studied for practical application. 


GAS STAFF AGREEMENT 


Since vesting date negotiations have been proceeding with 
regard to salary scales and conditions of service of clerical, 
administrative, professional, and technical staffs employed in 
the gas industry. At the annual meeting of the National Joint 
Council for Gas Staffs, held on June 28, agreement was finally 
reached. The agreement embraces scales of salary under a 
grading scheme which are to operate as from April 1 last; a 
sick pay scale operative from February 22 last; a holiday 
agreement, and provisions with regard to hours of work. 
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Northern Junior Gas Association 
- Presentation to Mr. L. M. Weldon 


HE second annual meeting of the 

Northern Junior Gas Association was 
held at West Hartlepool on June 30, the 
President, Mr. F. J. Webster, in the chair. 

Mr. Webster said that at present there 
were 160 members, and applications were 
still being received. The success of the 
Association, he felt, could be attributed 
to the generous attitude of the Northern 
Gas Board in encouraging members to 
take part in the activities of the Asso- 
ciation and the endeavours of the Asso- 
ciation Council in making the organisa- 
tion a vital ome. Of the future, he 
declared: ‘Like many, I wonder what 
it holds for junior associations. Our 
useful purposes are acknowledged. As I 
have already stated, encouragement has 
been given by the board, and I would 
like to express our appreciation to divi- 
sional general managers, of whom no 
fewer than eight are members of the 
Association.’ In the future the Associa- 
tion might have to consider comstitu- 
tional alterations. It would appear that 
the senior associations would have to 
give careful consideration to the possi- 
bility of becoming district sections of the 
Institution of Gas Engineers. Adoption 
of this course would mean that their 
activities would become more technical 
and professional than hitherto. Surely, 


however, there was nothing to prevent 
anyone who was suitably qualified from 
being a member of both a district section 
and a junior association, and in his 
opinion there was no reason why juniors 
should not continue affiliation with both 
the Institution of Gas Engineers and the 
district sections. Junior associations were 
not wholly technical, but had in their 
ranks many commercial men who might 
not be eligible for district section mem- 
bership. 


In a tribute to Mr. L. M. Weldon, 
retiring from the Secretaryship, Mr. 
Webster mentioned that Mr. Weldon 
was appoinited Secretary of the Auxiliary 
Section of the North of England Gas 
Managers’ Association more than 18 
years ago and jn that capacity proved 
himself to be ‘the very heart of the 
Association.’ It was his able and un- 
sparing efforts which aided in a large 
measure the formation of the new 
Association. 


Mr. Webster went on to say that 
greater opportunities than ever before for 
the acquisition of practical experience by 
students existed under the jurisdiction of 
area boards, and many of the develop- 
ments now taking shape would provide a 
wealth of experience. 


CATERING FOR TELEVISION 


O meet the increasing need for wider facilities for cooking, serving, and 
indeed, eating meals in the television service of the B.B.C., a new restaurant 
and kitchen on the cafeteria principle has recently been installed. This restaurant 
caters not only for television staff but for artistes, visitors and the very important 
persons who, on invitation, attend at Alexandra Palace. 
The cafeteria principle was selected to economise in staff, to allow for larger 
numbers to be served at one time, and to maintain a menu which could give 


variety and choice of dishes at 
a reasonable cost. Speed of 
service is also a very meces- 
ary feature when artistes and 
operators may have to take 
their meals within a_ limited 
time. To assist this object a 
double service counter has 
been installed by Gardiner 
and Gulland, Ltd. 

The kitchen, planned by 
Miss Nan B. Robinson, Head 
of Catering to the B.B.C., and 
equipped with Radiation gas- 
operated large cooking appli- 
ances, had to be built into a 
smaller area than is usual or 
even practical for feeding such 
large numbers. This has meant 
that every available space has 
been utilised for kitchen work, 
and the narrow area allocated 
allowed only. for the most 
necessary appliances to be in- 
cluded. There is a four-oven 


Grosvenor range and bain marie, a Wardour fish fryer, a Keswick vegetable and 
pudding steamer, a Savoy griller mounted over the bain marie to save space, and 


two vegetable boilers. 
boiling table are fitted. 
so necessary for kitchen efficiency. 


In the pastry room a Whitemount pastry oven and Chester 
In addition there are the many labour-saving appliances 


This new restaurant and kitchen is part of a five-year plan being undertaken 
by the Catering Department of the. B.B.C. with the intention of utilising the same 
equipment in the kitchens for the larger studios now being planned for television. 
One day it would be interesting to see a televised version of this important work 
being undertaken to cater and feed so adequately such a cosmopolitan clientele. 


To mark his retirement as Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. Weldon was presented 
with a cheque by Mr. Webster on behalf 
of the Association. Mr. Weldon, who 
has retired from the industry, was 
formerly Distribution Manager of the 
Hartlepools gas undertaking and a prime 
mover behind the formation of the 
junior association which emerged from 
the former Auxiliary Section of the 
North of England Gas Managers’ Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Webster installed Mr. G. W. 
Perks, of Stockton, in office as President. 
Mr. Perks thanked the Association for 
the honour paid him and assured mem- 
bers that he would do his utmost to 
further the aims of the Association. 

A vote of thanks to the retiring Presi- 
dent and other officers was proposed by 
Mr. G. E. Anderson, of Newcastle, 
seconded by Mr. Bernard Richardson, 
also of Newcastle. 


The following officers were elected :— 


President, G. W. Perks, Stockton. 

Senior Vice-President, J. McManus, 
Howdon. 

Junior Vice-President, R. Williamson, 
Sunderland. 

Hon. Secretary, 
castle. 

Hon. Treasurer, 
Sunderland. 

Hon. Transactions and_ Publicity 
Secretary, S. Jones, Middlesbrough. 

Hon. Auditors, A. O. Old, West 
Hartlepool, and D. Yule, South Shields. 

Council, Charles Hindle, Darlington. 

Northern District Education Com- 
mittee, Messrs. Kirkwood, Richardson, 
and Webster. 


New- 
W. O. Kirkwood, 


R. Aynsley, 


Birkenhead Balance 


As a result of a decision taken by the 
Birkenhead Corporation Finance Com- 
mittee, the Corporation will fight a claim 
for £69,000 made by the North Western 
Gas Board. The money represents the 
sum accumulated from profits of the gas 
undertaking during 1947-49 when the 
Corporation had control, and which 
money was transferred to the rate funds 
account before the industry was taken 
over by the State. 


The gas board claims that this should 
not have been done, and the point may 
have to be decided by the High Court. 


When tthe industry was taken over 
Birkenhead had about £47,000 standing 
to the credit of the Price Reduction Fund, 
and the gas board took over this sum. 


Dearer Gas.—An increase in the price 
of gas for many consumers in the Eastern 
area, to meet increasing costs, was a:- 
nounced on July 17 by the Deputy Chair- 
man of the Eastern Gas Board, Mr. J. H. 
Dyde. The price increase will be just 
under id. per therm, but it will not come 
into force before September. In some 
rural areas reductions will be made. 
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Miners at Beckton——A party of 30 
miners from Tilmanstone, Kent, visited 
the Beckton works of the North Thames 
Gas Board on June 24. 


Hot Water for Flats.—Ewart M.210 
multipoint water heaters have been in- 
stalled in the kitchens of a block of flats 
at Broadoak Avenue, Waltham Cross, 
recently erected for the Enfield Council. 


Cambridge River Party.—Seventy 
children of members were the guests of 
the Eastern Gas Board (Cambridge Dis- 
trict) Recreation Club recently when a 
river party to Upware was organised. 
Tea was served on arrival and the even- 
ing was occupied with sports, games, and 
competitions. 


Thames Trip.—The Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman, and members of the South 
Eastern Gas Board, accompanied by Sir 
Edgar Sylvester, Chairman of the Gas 
Council, made a short voyage up the 
Thames on June 29, when inspecting the 
m.v. Wandsworth, the latest addition to 
the board’s fleet of up-river colliers. 


Northern Prices.—References to higher 
costs facing the gas industry were made 
by Mr. E. Crowther, Chairman of the 
Northern Gas Board, in a recent address 
to the South Shields Rotary Club. Mr. 
Crowther said that increased railway 
freights would cost another £50,000 a 
year, wage increases had cost £100,000, 
and even the recent petrol increase would 
involve an extra £10,000. 


Irish Gas Coal Imports.—The trade 
statistics for May, issued by the Central 
Statistics Office in the Republic of Ire- 
land, show imports of 15,569 tons of gas 
coal, valued at £70,475, as against 22,174 
tons, valued at £94,801, in May, 1949. 
This brings the total of these imports for 
the first five months of 1950 to 89,502 
tons, valued at £420,115, compared with 
87,620 tons, valued at £398,666, in the 
corresponding period of 1949. 


Management Training—An_ experi- 
ment in industrial management in the 
coal industry started at Nottingham 
University on July 16, when the first of 
176 potential mining engineers and 
colliery managers assembled for a fort- 
night’s residential course on management 
and human relations. Similar courses 
will be held at Cardiff, Leeds, Sheffield, 
Durham and Birmingham universities 
under the direction of mining professors, 
but the speakers will be mainly senior 
Officials of the National Coal Board. 


Gas or Electricity.—A determining fac- 
tor in the cost of supplying electricity to 
Ayr County Council housing schemes is 
whether the cooking is done on an elec- 
tric or a gas cooker. The cost of lead- 
ing electricity to an all-electric house is 
£3 per house, but if cooking is to be done 
by gas, tthe cost may rise to £14 or £15. 
The Housing Committee has reported to 
the Ayr County Council that it has ex- 
pressed disapproval and agreed that 
representations be made to the South 
West Scotland Electricity Board against 
the practice. : 
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News in Brief 


St. Albans’ Extensions—Mr. H. 
Nicholls, M.P. for Peterborough, asked 
the Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning on June 27 what would be the effect 
on the mew towns of the refusal of the 
city of St. Albans to give planning per- 
mission to the gas board’s proposals to 
extend its works at that city; and what 
steps he proposed to take in view of this 
refusal. Mr. Dalton replied that St. 
Albans had not refused planning per- 
mission, but he had directed the gas 
board’s application to be referred to him 
for determination, in consultation with 
the Minister of Fuel and Power. A pub- 
lic local enquiry would be held. 


Harrogate Gas Sports.—More than 500 
members of the Harrogate Gas Sports 
and Social Club, with their firiends, 
attended the annual sports day on 
June 24. A varied programme of field 
events attracted entrants of ages varying 
from 5 to 55 years, and despite the 
weather, an excellent afiternoon’s sport 
was enjoyed. Visitors during the after- 
moon included the Chairman of the 
North Eastern Gas Board, Dr. R. S. 
Edwards; the Club’s President, Mr. A. 
McDonald, Member, North Eastern Gas 
Board, and officials and staff of the 
board in Leeds, and the staffs from the 
district offices of the York Harrogate 
Group. Mrs. N. C. Sturrock, wife of the 
group General Manager, presented the 
prizes. 


Atmospheric Pollution—Mr. A. R. 
Blackburn, M.P. for Birmingham, North- 
field, asked the Minister of Health on 
June 22, how many local authorities had 
taken powers to prevent the undue pollu- 
tion of the atmospheres in their localities 
by smoke or noxious fumes, and what 
steps he proposed to take to introduce 
general legislation. Mr. Bevan replied 
that eight authorities had smokeless zone 
powers, 17 had powers to control the 
installation of industrial furnaces, and 48 
had district heating powers. He proposed 
to see how these new powers operated in 
practice before considering general Jegis- 
lation. 


Wales Cricket—A cricket team re- 
cruited from the Newtown (Montgomery- 
shire) gasworks to play in a knock-out 
competition organised by the Newtown 
and District Cricket Club was strength- 
ened by the inclusion of the former 
Glamorgan County Captain, Mr. J. C. 
Clay, now a member of the Wales Gas 
Board. With his assistance the *‘ Therms’ 
defeated a Post Office team by 22 runs, 
Mr. Clay contributing 25 runs and taking 
three wickets for eight. Also at the 
match were Mr. T. Mervyn Jones, Chair- 
man of the Board, Mr. I. W. Thomas, 
Engineer and Manager, Aberystwyth, Mr. 
H. Jones, Distribution Engineer, Abery- 
stwyth, and Mr. H. Evans, Manager, 
Newtown. 


Gas Boilers at Produce Show 


The largest exhibit in the Southern Gas Board tents at the National Farmers’ 
Union Market Produce Show, Southampton, was the Potterton detergent injector 
system exhibited by Thomas De La Rue., Ltd. (Potterton Gas Division), in con- 
junction with a British Miller Hydro bottle washer. 

The exhibit showed a GMH 251 bottle washing machine with a capacity of 1,500 
bottles per hour, operating with a Potterton gas-fired boiler (D series Rex model). 
Demonstrations showed how gas fired boilers save expense by being independent of 


A section of the gas display, showing the gas-heated bottle washing equipment. 


mains or steam heating plant and how the detergent injector system developed by 
De La Rue boosts the detergent flow through the boiler so assisting the circulation 
during the operation period. The high rate of circulation allows accurate thermo- 
static control and consequent turbulence in the pipe work keeps it clear of label 


debris. 


During the show the De La Rue stand was visited by Sir James Turner, president 
of the National Farmers’ Union and senior officials of the Southern Gas Board. 
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East Midlands Prices Unchanged 


First Year’s Accounts Expected Shortly 


Mr. H. F. H. Jones, Chairman of the East Midlands Gas Board, announced 

at the annual meeting of the East Midlands Gas Consultative Council at 

Nottingham on July 4 that despite increases in costs totalling £367,000 per 

annum since the last revision of prices the board had decided not to make 
any immediate changes in the price of gas. 


M& JONES’S statement was received 
with great satisfaction and on the 
proposition of Councillor H. C. Martin 
(Chesterfield) the council expressed _ its 
appreciation of the manner in which Mr. 
Jones and his fellow members of the 
board were carrying on the industry in 
the area. 


The major increased costs were: Rail 
haulage of coal and other materials 
(from May 15), £160,000 extra per an- 
num; road transport (increased cost of 
petrol and effect of purchase tax on com- 
mercial vehicles) (from April 18), 
£40,000; increased price of gas oil and 
further rise in petrol (from June 1), 
£17,000; increased labour costs due to 
national agreement for adjustments to 
the wage structure of the industry to- 
gether with other increased costs not 
previously provided for (from April 16) 
£100,000; and the increase in the cost of 
gas oil from October 25, 1949, not taken 
into account in the last price revision, 
£50,000; total, £367,000, 


Margin Absorbed 


The advance in authorised prices for 
gas coke from June 12 was estimated to 
bring in £30,000 per annum, leaving a 
net increase of approximately 34% on 
total revenue from gas sales. A careful 
review had been made of estimated costs 
of operation during the current year. 
The margin which the board had allowed 
in previous estimates, on which present 
prices were based, had now been com- 
pletely absorbed. Nevertheless the 
board had decided not to change the 
price of gas at present, but to examine 
the effect of economies made and try 
to avoid the necessity for a general in- 
crease in gas charges. Other increases 
outside the control of the board might 
occur. No margin now existed from 
which they could be met, and any such 
cost would involve an almost immediate 
increase in gas prices. 


In answer to questions Mr. Jones said 
the board’s ultimate aim was to reduce 
the price of gas, but there were two 
factors to be borne in mind. One was 
that in many cases undertakings had not 
been giving the kind of service which the 
board aimed at giving, and improve- 
ments would inevitably involve some in- 
creased costs. The other was that the 
process of amalgamation entailed re- 
organisation and the board could not 
just create out of nothing the highly 
skilled staff mecessary for the. new 
organisation; it was not a process that 
could be rushed. It had been a dis- 
appointment to find that the effects of 
economies already achieved had been 
swallowed up by the new increases out- 
side the control of the board. In com- 
parison with other parts of the country 
gas was not excessively expensive in the 
East Midlands, 


They had great scope for developing 
their industrial load. On the domestic 
side the response to the board’s new 
price policy had been encouraging and 
there were great prospects in most 
of the area. The board was trying hard 
not to take on new loads which it could 
not meet. 


Protests had been received from Mar- 
ket Harborough concerning an increase 
in price from 1s. 3d. to 1s. 54d. per 
therm, but Mr. Jones gave the council 
an assurance that the board had not 
intentionally treated the district differ- 
ently from any other part of the area. 
Dealing with an argument that the dis- 
trict was essentially domestic, he pointed 
out that the costs of supplying domestic 
consumers were higher per therm than 
for industrial consumers. 


Mr. Jones said the board was hoping 
to receive the accounts for the year 
ended March 31 within the next few 
weeks, and he promised that the matter 
would be reviewed. He could not, how- 
ever, promise that there would be 
separate trading results for the Market 
Harborough undertaking. 


Industrial Rate 


The East Midlands branch of the 
National Union of Manufacturers had 
complained to the council about the re- 
cent abolition of a special industrial 
rate at Nottingham which had meant an 
increase from 5.48d. to 10d. per therm, 
an increase of approximately 82%. The 
letter had been sent on to the board, 
whose reply was that the statement was 
misleading to the extent that the price 
of 5.48d. quoted was in respect of con- 
sumers of 4,750 therms or under. The 
average price, i.e., working through the 
block rate now charged for the same 
quantity, was 8.7052d. per therm, an 
increase of 58.85% and not 82.5%, an 
increase which it was suggested bore 
favourable comparison with increases in 
other commodities. The board had sug- 
gested that specific grievances might be 
discussed between the commercial man- 
ager and the secretary of the organisa- 
tion concerned, and the council wel- 
comed this suggestion. 


Mr. Jones informed the consultative 
council that under Paragraph 17 of the 
Third Schedule to the Gas Act the area 
boards were required to fix maximum 
prices at which gas supplied by them 
might be re-sold, to publish such prices, 
and to make variations from time to 
time. Hitherto there had never been 
any control over subsidiary meters, but 
now a limit had to be set to the margin 
of profit which hotel and boarding house 
keepers, owners of blocks of flats, and 
the like might make out of the supply 
of gas through such meters. The board 
had agreed that the maximum should be 
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3d. per therm above the standard price 
charged by the board, a figure which in 
the opinion of the board was just suffi- 
cient to cover the expense involved in 
the provision of meters and appliances. 


Alderman C. R, O.BE., J.P., 
Chairman of the consultative council, 
stated that at a recent meeting of the 
chairmen of all the consultative councils 
the Minister of Fuel and Power had em- 
phasised the importance of giving ade- 
quate publicity to the names of the mem- 
bers of the council and the local com- 
mittees. 


The council agreed to have suitable 
notices printed for display in showrooms, 
offices, public buildings, and other 
places. 


A report from the Sheffield and 
Rotherham Divisional Committee stated 
that the area board had ruled that ‘ addi- 
tional members’ of the divisional com- 
mittees should not make direct approach 
to local officers of the board regarding 
consumers’ complaints. Such complaints 
should be referred to the secretary of 
the consultative council for attention 
and submission where necessary to the 
council or the divisional committee. 
While expressing dissatisfaction with this 
ruling, the committee had agreed to ob- 
serve the board’s request. 


Among other matters discussed by the 
divisional committee was the question 
of charging for employees’ time result- 
ing from the removal of coins jammed 
in meters. The board had given an 
assurance that the charge was made only 
in cases arising out of the insertion of 
damaged coins or other discs, and the 
cost of a visit to deal with a damaged 
coin was rarely charged on the first 
occasion. 


As this was the first annual meeting of 
the council, Councillor H. C. Martin 
(Chesterfield) moved, and the council 
carried with acclamation, a vote of 
thanks to Alderman Bates for the able 
manner in which he had presided over 
the council during its early months. 


Birmingham Sports 


The annual sports meeting of the Bir- 
mingham Division, West Midlands Gas 
Board, was held at the 20-aocre recreation 
ground in Woodacre Road, Erdington. 
which for over 25 years has provided 
recreational facilities for employees of 


Birmingham gas undertaking. 
Athletes from all Divisions of the West 
Midlands turned up in force to display 
their prowess, and the organising com- 
mittee had also mustered a galaxy of 
talent from leading midland sporting 
clubs to compete in the open events. 

The clerk of the weather frowned on 
the occasion and provided conditions 
more appropriate to an open-air aquatic 
display. Undaunted by the bleak out- 
look, competitors and onlookers set out 
to enjoy themselves. with enthusiasm, and 
the occasion was marked by a number of 
outstanding performances. 

Among the spectators were officials of 
the board and undertakings in the West 
Midlands, including Mr. G. le B. 
Diamond, Chairman, and Mrs. Diamond. 
Mr. G. Matthews, Deputy Chairman, and 
Mrs. Matthews, Mr. J. E. Wakeford, 
Divisional Manager, and Mrs. Wakeford. 
Mrs. Diamond presented the prizes. 
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BURDEN 


Main points from the meeting of the 
North Western Gas Consultative Council, 
at Blackpool, on July 6, were a decision 
to press the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to meet a deputation from the council to 
discuss the removal of purchase tax from 
gas water heating appliances, a resolu- 
tion supporting the South District Com- 
mittee’s attempts to have Hoylake gas 
charges reduced to the same price level 
as those at Wallasey (whence the bulk of 
Hoylake gas comes), and a discussion 
about public prejudice against the use 
of coke in the home. 

The question of purchase tax on water 
heaters was no new one. The Council 
was presented with the Chancellor’s reply 
to letters addressed to him on the matter 
from the council in March and May, 
asking for the removal of the tax and for 
Sir Stafford Cripps to meet a deputation. 

The reply stated, ‘Present conditions 
do not enable the Government to pro- 
pose any substantial relief from purchase 
tax. The Chancellor is afraid he could 
not make an exception for gas-operated 
water heating appliances and feels, in 
these circumstances, that the interview 
you request would serve no immediate 
purpose. But your council may rest 
assured that the case for remission of tax 
on water heating appliances, whether 
operated by gas or by electricity, is being 
kept under review.’ 


Members of the council, who had 


Above: Area board chiefs at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, on the occasion of 
the summer meeting of the Southern 
Association on June 27: F. M. Birks 
(President, Institution of Gas Engineers, 
and Deputy Chairman, North Thames), 
Mrs. A. Tran; J. H. Dyde (President, 
Southern Association, and Deputy 
Chairman, Eastern); Mrs. Birks; Mrs. J. 
Hunter Rioch; G. le B. Diamond 
(Chairman, West Midlands); and A. 
-Tran (Northern Divisional Manager, 
Southern). 


Right: At the Newmarket Road Gas- 
works, Cambridge: Four past Presidents 
of the Southern Association (F. Dawson, 
L. P. Ingram, S. E. Whitehead, and 
J. Hunter Rioch), with A. Tran (Vice- 
Chairman, Midland Section), and T. C. 
Battersby (Vice-Chairman, London and 
Southern Section). 
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OF PURCHASE TAX 


before them a further resolution from 
the West District Committee urging an 
appeal for the removal of tax im cases 
where hot water is required to be pro- 
vided by law, agreed to press the matter 
further. 

It was a question of public health, they 
said, and one member added that the 
taxing of water heaters in such circum- 
stances was ‘ un-Christian.’ 

The Ohairman, Councillor C: E. P. 
Stott, of Manchester, said the tax was a 
penal one, imposed in the first instance 
to stop people from using electricity. 
‘Now both gas and electricity supplies 
were easier. 

Councillor F. H. Smith, of Hoylake, 
asking for the council’s support for “Hoy- 
lake in the matter of changes, pointed 
out that Hoylake had to take the bulk of 
its gas supplies from Wallasey through 
no fault of its own. The Urban District 
Council had been refused permission to 
rebuild its plant at the end of the war. 

Councillor R. M. Bradburn, Chairman 
of the South District Committee, said the 
Committee believed. Hoylake should be 
treated under the differential rule. 

The council decided to try to get an 
authoritative statement on the effect of 
coke on the health when used in the 
home. Many people had the idea that it 
was injurious, and it would be difficult to 
secure the general use of coke while that 
idea persisted, they said. 
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Gas Valuation Appeal 


Complaints of ‘serious losses of Tatte- 


by the assessor of public undertaking 
after nationalisation of the gas ind 

were heard on July 4 before the Land; 
Valuation Appeal Court in Edinburgh, 


The first of several appeals against 
entries proposed to be made in the rolls 
by the assessor of public undertaking 
for 1950-51 in respect of gas undertakings 
was that by the burgh of Musselbursh 
who appealed in respect of gasworks 
plant, pipes, and a showroom. The 1948. 
49 rateable value of the undertaking (les 
showroom) was £5,661, but the values 
placed by the assessor of public under. 
takings under the Gas Act for 1949-5 
— 1950-51 were respectively £1,514 and 
£1,410. 


Other rating districts had sustained 
losses, it was claimed, but there were 
areas where substantial increases in rate- 
able value had been experienced, such a; 
in Aberdeen, where the rateable valu 
previous to the Gas Act was nil, but the 
undertaking was now entered in the roll 
at a gross value of £20,189. 

These results, the burgh of Mussel 
burgh claimed, demonstrated that th 
departure from the previous method of 
valuation was unjustified. The assessor 
had gone ahead on the view that all the 
193 separate undertakings vested in the 
Scottish Gas Board ought to be regarded 
for valuation purposes as one under 
taking, and the appellants maintained 
that that method of assessment was un 
sound. The valuation arrived at by this 
new method was not based on accounts 
prepared by, or on behalf of, the Scottish 
Gas Board for the undertakings. The 
appellants contended that the proposed 
reduction of the total valuation for 1950- 
51 should not be allowed upon a repre 
sentation by the board in the absence of 
accounts. 


The Scottish Gas Board and 
assessor for public undertakings, 
answers, stated that the new method of 
allocation was just. They explained that 
as a result of rising costs which had 
not been passed on to the consumer, 
there had been a general drop in the 
net revenue of gas undertakings in Scot- 
land during the year before the Gas Act 
came into effect. 

The assessor was satisfied that the drop 
in met revenue was sufficient to justify 
the reduction in total value. 
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The Four Continuous Vertical Retort Houses at the Pitwines Works of the Bournemouth 
Undertaking of the Southern Gas Board. 


& ach House contains a Woodall- 
Duckham Continuous Vertical Retort In- 
stallation. That in front, the latest and the 
seventh to be built at Bournemouth, en- 
closes 2 Benches each of 16 — 82” Lambent 
Heated Retorts with H & G Mechanical 
Producers. Immediately behind is No. 6 
House with an identical gas making plant 
but with step-grate producers. No. 5 House 


contains 28 — 80” Downward Heated Re- 
torts built in 1930 and No. 4, at the back, 24 
reconstructed 76” Lambent Heated Retorts. 

Also at Poole, the birth place of the 
Woodall-Duckham Continuous Vertical 
Retort, there are two further W-D 
Installations. 

The total carbonising capacity of all these 
plants is 1170 tons of coal per day. 


THE WOODALL-DUCKHAM VERTICAL RETORT & OVEN CONSTRUCTION CO. (1920) LTD. 


WOODALL-DUCKHAM HOUSE, 63-77 BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, S.W.3 
Telephone : KENsington 6355 (7 lines) 


Telegrams : Retortical, Southkens, London 


Members of the Scciety of British Gas Industries 
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COLLINS OVENS & MACHINERY, 
ARE EXTENSIVELY USED IN MAN’ 
LARGE CONCERNS ALL OVER THI: 
WORLD. 


AS ECONOMY. 


in the Baking Industry is an important factor, great strides have 
been made in Collins’ gas-fired equipment for Bakeries, Kitchens 
and Hotels. Running Costs are low but working efficiency is 
extremely high. Production with a ‘Collins’ “5 Dex” gas-fired 


oven is phenomenal. 


THE ‘COLLINS’ ‘‘5 DEX” 


Technical assistance is available when required. 


THOMAS COLLINS & Co.Ltd. 


Telephone BRISTOL 57061 Bakory sKitohon Op ONGUrL0nS Telegrams: ALFORBAK 
ST. WERBURGHS, BRISTOL 2, ENGLAND. 





PATENT 
N2S97O97E 


1947 
PATENT 
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33904/47 


Xe ft 
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IRBAK 
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This is the No. 2-GBA-5 
Boiler with Aluminium 
Jacket — Rated output 
220,000 B.T.U.s per hour. 


For efficient and lasting service 


To burn gas efficiently for the production of hot water, either for domestic 
purposes or for central heating, demands a Boiler specially designed for the purpose. 
Over a period of 20 years we have developed a series of Boilers, each of which is 
unequalled in its particular field. 

All Boilers are equipped with a complete set of thermostatic controls, and 
have insulated jackets of steel or aluminium in appropriate finishes. ‘Ideal’ Gas 
Boilers are available in 22 sizes from 20,000 to 1,430,000 B.T.U.s per hour. 
Illustrated booklet on request. 


IDEAL GAS BOILERS 


EFFICIENT - RELIABLE - LABOUR SAVING 


Manufactured by 
IDEAL BOILERS & RADIATORS LIMITED, IDEAL WORKS, HULL, YOFEKS 
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South Eastern Prices Rise in the Autumn 


Average Increase of Three-farthings a Therm 


N average increase of approximately three-farthings a therm in the price 
A of gas for domestic consumers in the area of the South Eastern Gas Board 
was announced by Mr. W. K. Hutchison, Chairman of the Board, at a 
meeting of the South Eastern Gas Consultative Council at 4/6, Wandsworth 
Road on July 4. The new charges will not come into effect before September. 


Mr. Hutchison, who was accompanied 
by Mr. R. S. Johnson, Deputy Chair- 
man of the board, said that a month 
previously Mr. Johnson had given to 
the General Purposes Committee of the 
consultative council an indication of the 
additional expenses which were falling 
on the board and which, as far as could 
be seen, would have to be recovered 
from increased revenue from gas. That 
step had been taken as soon as possible, 
and meanwhile the board, who had 
been examining the position in great 
detail, had come to some broad con- 
clusions which he was to present to 
the meeting. 


They had reviewed the 11 months’ 
working, which constituted the board’s 
first financial year, and although the 
final accounts and balance sheet were 
not yet available, it seemed clear that 
they had been running on a satisfac- 
tory basis with a small margin of 
revenue over outgoings. 


Mr. Hutchison reminded members 
that shortly after nationalisation it was 
found necessary to make some adijust- 
ments in price throughout the area. 
These were not by any means general 
and were designed to yield approxi- 
mately a farthing a therm on the total 
sales of gas, and moreover, they were 
only effective for rather less than half 
of the year in question. 


£880,000 Involved 


Thus, at that time they could look 
forward to the present year with the 
full advantage of the increase over the 
whole 12 months with confidence that 
their business was on a _ satisfactory 
basis, until they became aware of the 
recent increases in costs to which he 
would refer. These comprised: 


Railway freight increases 
affecting the cost of com- 
modities purchased by the 
board, particularly coal 

Wages increases for manual 
workers, settled by the 
national negotiating 
machinery, and salary in- 
creases for the lower paid 
salaried staff A Sas 

Devaluation of the £ sterling 
affecting, among other 
things, the board’s  pur- 
chase of gas oil for the 
manufacture of carburetted 
water gas... a9 oe 

Purchase tax on commercial 
vehicles and increase in 
petrol duty ... bia oy 

Depreciation of capital plant 
(badly needed to make 
good war-time arrears and 
now costing three to four 
times the old price) : 


Total 


£200,000 
. £880,000 


The total of £880,000 was equivalent 
to an increase of 0.9d. per therm if 
applied equally to all the gas sold. 
The board had looked most carefully 
into the question of possible economies 
which might help to mitigate this in- 
crease, and it seemed that they should 
be able to absorb £150,000 per annum, 
leaving £730,000 per annum to be borne 
by the consumers, equivalent to approxi- 
mately three-farthings a therm. The 
board proposed to apply this increase 
in the following ways. First, where the 
price of gas was abnormally high, due 
in some casés to circumstances quite 
outside the control of the former man- 
agement, they did not propose to apply 
any increase. Secondly, where the price 
was so very high that they would like 
to make reductions they did not propose 
to do so at the present time. Thirdly, 
in applying the increase, they did not 
intend anywhere to increase the price 
of gas more than 1d. per therm. 


In the interval before the new charges 
came into operation, they were examin- 
ing the effect of the changes on the 
many prices and tariffs in the areas 
of the 61 undertakings under their con- 
trol. He hoped that some degree of 
simplification might be effected at the 
same time, but he could not offer any 
hope that it would be possible to create 
a full new tariff structure in the not too 
distant future. 


In regard to the future, it was recog- 
nised that gas was mot a monopoly. 
Their process of manufacture was one 
which was subjected in every field to 
severe competition from alternatives. 
Under these conditions members would 
appreciate that the effectiveness of the 
board’s marketing had to depend upon 


the highest possible efficiency in produc- 
tion and oie The large new instal- 
lation of coke ovens at East Greenwich, 
which was nearing completion, was only 
the beginning of what they ho would 
be the creation of a highly efficient gas- 
making system capable of producing at 
the lowest possible price. The same 
thing was going on at many other works 
in the area, and in addition they were 
undertaking large schemes of trans- 
mission. 

He asked the members of the con- 
sultative council to support the board 
in a policy of conservative finance so 
that they might have the means at their 
disposal both to re-equip their works 
with modern and efficient plant and to 
bear the burden which was inevitably 
the first result of the introduction of a 
rational tariff structure throughout the 
board’s area. 


In response to a question from a 
member of the council, Mr. Hutchison 
said that the proposed increase would 
represent an additional 4% for each 
consumer; the additional £880,000 per 
annum incurred by the board was 
approximately 3% of the board’s gross 
revenue of £25 mill. per annum. 


The difficulty experienced by one 
member in explaining to consumers 
the anomaly that different prices for 
gas should be charged for two houses 
in the same street, which were on differ- 
ent sides of a price boundary, was also 
raised. The Deputy Chairman of the 
board. Mr. Johnson, explained that al- 
though the question of standardising 
tariffs was a vital one, there had to be 
regard for the habits of people and the 
prices which they had been accustomed 
to pay. A sharp adjustment in tariffs 
would be required if a system of stan- 
dardisation were introduced immedi- 
ately. It would take some little time 
before the very real differences could be 
adjusted, and it had to be appreciated 
that appliances had been taken by the 
consumer on the basis of a certain price. 


This unusual display in the windows of the Newcastle division of the Northern Gas 


Board has attracted considerable public interest and comment. 


Produced from one 


of the series of advertisements of the Parkinson Stove Co., Ltd., it has a scenic back- 


ground in ‘ night blue’ grey, with highlights. 


The brazier and lamps are illuminated, 


and the details include an actual ‘road up’ sign, picks, shovels, and lamps, down to 
the watchman’s billycan. 





GAS JOURNAL July 19, 1950 


Britain’s Housewives 


are saying .. 


Thousands of Britain’s housewives, proud and happy 
in the possession of a NEW WORLD S.3180 Series Gas 
Cooker, are saying: “It’s a NEW WORLD for me!” 
Because of its high performance, low maintenance and 
low initial cost, this latest addition to the NEW 
WORLD Series is already widely adopted by many 
Area Boards for long-term Hire Purchase Schemes. 
The NEW WORLD S.3180 Series Cookers are of 
simple construction, specially designed for long, hard 
use. They have a large oven controlled by a front- 
reading Regulo. The ovens have rounded interior sur- 
faces for easy cleaning. There is a big, highly efficient 
grill. The finish is Radar vitreous enamel with the door 
panel in white vitreous enamel. 


NEW WORLD No. S.3180 SERIES GAS 
COOKERS WITH REGULO CONTROL 


Plan of Hotplate of S,4180 
Cooker. The hotplate differs 
from the S.3180 by the addition 
of an extra Rado burner, to give 
a four boiling burner hotplate. 


Plan of Hotplate of S.3180 
Cooker. The hotplate has one 
drilled ring burner for rapid 
boiling and two Rado burners. 
The hotplate top consists of 
two Radar enamelled cast iron 
sections, with black vitreous 
enamelled pan supports, all re- 
movapie for easy cleaning. 


PRODUCT OF Rddiation LTD. 


Radiation Group Sales, Ltd., Raaiation House, Aston, Birmingham, 6 


(NEW WORLD) 
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CRAFTSMEN OF THE FUTURE 


eet tchard cided 


Richard entered the Company two years ago (August 1947 Pre-Entry 
Course) from Barnsley Junior Technical School and was received in an 
apprentice fitter vacancy, and after an initial craft course in the Engineering 
Training Centre passed into the H.C.D. Fitting Shop. He is following a 
National Certificate Course at Barnsley Technical College during his day 
release each week. 


Newton Chambers Training Scheme is a practical interpretation of the 
national need for the training of craftsmen of the future. It is a plan which 
aims to maintain unchecked that craftsmanship which is vital to the engineer- 
ing industry of Britain. 

We believe—rather we have proved—that youth, given both opportunity 
and interest in his training will respond, and ultimately take his proper place 
in maintaining that spirit of enterprise and craftsmanship which for over 150 
years has been traditional at Thorncliffe. 


Gasholders +: Purifiers + Condensing & Washing Plant <« Tar 
Distillation Plants - Ammonia Liquor Concentration Plants +: Sulphur 
Burners and General Heavy Engineering Products in Cast Iron and Mild Steel. 
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During their Scottish tour Sir Edgar Sylvester and Colonel 
' H. C. Smith visited the Paisley undertaking’s stand at the 
Royal Highland Agricultural Show. The display included a 


" farm kitchen, with coke and gas being used for cooking, water 


Sand space heating, laundry, and food preservation; gas and 
coke equipment for milk bottle sterilisation, steam raising, 


> Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd., Brook 
}House, Upper Brook Street, W.1, have 
published a book entitled ‘Tube Works 
}Gauges and Gauging Practice,’ which 
}deals with the subject thoroughly on an 
elementary level. No mathematical for- 
mule are included. After touching on 
}the objects of gauging, the meaning of 
)‘ tolerance’ and ‘limit’ and the funda- 
mental measuring instruments, the 
Sauthor goes on to the gauging and 
} measuring of plain tubes under the head- 
sings of outside diameter, thickness, bore, 
jlength, straightness and weight, and the 
more difficult subjects of eccentricity and 
Hovality. The next section deals in de- 
tail with the gauging of pipe screws, both 
Bi taper and parallel, and those of the 
corresponding sockets. This is followed 
ay notes on the checking and measuring 
of screw threads, for form, diameter and 
taper; on American pipe threads; on the 
optical projection machine as used for 
) checking screw threads; and on the care 
and handling of gauges. 
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HIGHLAND SHOW 


incubators and brooders; and a coke furnace for grass and 
grain drying, orchard heating, soil warming, and greenhouse 
heating on a large scale. Equipment was lent by Mitchell, 
Russell, Ltd., Bonnybridge, Robert Taylor and Sons, Crane, 
Ltd., Harvey and McMillan, and the Glasgow and Perth 
undertakings. 


At the Waverley meeting: Top right: J. H. Fulton (President) (third from left), with R. J. Philp (Secretary), Sir Andrew Clow 


(Chairman of the Scottish Gas Board), and D. Kerr (Immediate Past-President of the Association). 


Below (left to right): 


A. Young (Edinburgh), A. Fraser (Polmont), J. F. Foster (Largs), H. Macpherson (Falkirk), D. Beavis (Edinburgh), D. G 
Colvin (Edinburgh), S. Hall, and H. H. Webster (A. and A. Main, Ltd.). 
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COMPANY MEETING 
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MALTA AND MEDITERRANEAN 
GAS COMPANY 


HE Annual General Meeting of the 
Malta and Mediterranean Gas Com- 
pany, Ltd., was held at the offices, 
5, Great Winchester Street, Old Broad 
Street, London, E.C.2, on July 14, 1950, 
Mr. ARTHUR M. PADDON, M.LC.E. 
(Chairman of the Company), presiding. 
Mr. G. MurRRAY BURTON, M.A., F.C.A., 
Managing Director and Secretary, read 
the notice convening the meeting and the 
report of the Auditor, Mr. William Cash, 
Jr., F.C.A.. and the Chairman reported 
that there was a quorum present, one- 
half of the authorised capital of the 
Company being represented by proxy. 
The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption 
of the report and accounts for the year 
ended March 31, 1950, said that the 
accounts presented a very close resem- 
blance to those submitted 12 months ago; 
in so far as they differed the difference 
was in favour of the immediate accounts. 
There had been a reasonable increase in 
gas sold and in the general business of 
the Company. The amount of gas sold 
was quite as much as the Directors would 
wish it to be in the present circumstances. 
Summarising the accounts it would be 
seen that in the revenue account the 
profit at £8,641 was some £1,500 more 
than for the previous year. The total 
aggregate figure on the debit side of the 
account was £80,348, or £4,206 in excess 
of last year’s figure. On the other side 
would be found a favourable condition 
which completely counterbalanced the in- 
crease he had mentioned. The sum of 
£53,170 received from sale of gas showed 
an increase of 44%, or a little over 
£1,260 to be exact, and sale of residuals 
showed a very important increase of 
£2,839, which bore a very favourable 
comparison with the figures for the year 
before. 


On the balance sheet certain figures 
were very reassuring. The first two sets 
of figures on the left hand side showed 
a great disproportion between the author- 
ised capital and the amount actually em- 
ployed in carrying on the business of the 
Company, which was, of course, entirely 
to the advantage of the proprietors. In 
any case the profit would be the same, 
but the small amount of capital em- 
ployed enabled the Company to pav 
what the proprietors would regard as a 
very satisfactory dividend on the £44,310 
issued. 


On the other side of the account it 
was shown that that figure was in itself 
exceeded by the investments, independent 
of the operations of the Company. The 
quoted investments were shown at cost 
in the first instance, namely, £13,512, but 
their market value at the close of the 
accounting period was £32,900. The un- 
quoted investments were, of course, 
shown at the actual figure of £22,500, 
indicating that the Company’s invest- 
ments, apart from its normal financial 
operations, amounted to £55,400, against 
the employed capital of £44,310. 

That was a position which they had 
been able to preserve for some years 
past, and he could offer no greater guar- 
antee concerning the stability of the Com- 
pany than was represented by those 
figures. The balance carried forward in 


the profit and loss account was £151 less 
at £6,753, but a little higher up in the 
same account there had been a transfer 
to amortisement account of £1,000. They 
were under no monetary obligation to 
make such a transfer, but they had done 
it in order further to secure the financial 
position of the Company. 

In the minds of the Directors there 
was concern about the duration of the 
undertaking, which was limited by its 
concession, and he felt that the pro- 
prietors would want to know the posi- 
tion in that regard. While they were in 
no position to forecast or to anticipate 
what the action of the Malta Govern- 
ment would be at the termination of their 
concession in 1952 he could assure the 
proprietors that the position of the 
undertaking had been considered and 
protected in every practical way by the 
Directors. They had secured the very 
best legal advice both here and in Malta 
and it had been of a very reassuring 
character. He could not say more at 
present, but whatever might be the even- 
tuality—whether they were to be allowed 
to proceed with the conduct of their 
undertaking or whether it must fall with- 
in the orbit of appropriation—the finan- 
cial position could not be said to be 
otherwise than of a satisfactory nature. 

Mr. FRANK H. JONES, M.1.C.E., seconded 
the resolution, which was carried unani- 
mously. 


On the proposition of the CHAIRMAN, 
seconded by -Commander Hype C. 
BurTON, final dividends were declared at 
the full rates on the First and Second 
Preference Stocks and a dividend of 5% 
free of income tax, on the Ordinary 
Stock, making for the year (with the 
interim dividends paid in February last) 
a total distribution of 7% on the First 
Preference Stock; 74% on the Second 
Preference Stock; and 10% free of 
income tax on the Ordinary Stock. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the re-elec*ion 
of Commander Hyde C. Burton. F.c.A.. 
as a Director of the Company. He said 
that apart from his technical and per- 
sonal qualifications Commander Hyde 
C. Burton had been associated with the 
affairs of the Company for many years 
past, in fact he thought for the period 
covering the whole of his professional 
experience. The Company was in a 
happy and fortunate position, and the 
Directors could not have a more able or 
more effective colleague. He was con- 
versant with every aspect of the work of 
the Board. 


Sir GEORGE EvVETTS, O.B.E.. M.ILC.E., 
seconded, and Commander Hype C. 
Burton briefly acknowledged his re- 
election. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed a vote of 
thanks to the officers of the Company in 
London and in Malta. They had. he 
said, been through verv difficult times 
and they had discharged all the demands 
made upon them very adecuately and 
effectively. The officers and staff in 
Malta would be heartened °r4 encour- 
aged by an exoression of thanks from 
that meeting. He wished especially to 
recognise the services of the Managing 
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Director and Secretary. The financial 
aspect of the Company in the important 
regards he had mentioned had been very 
largely due to the personal skill, dis- 
crimination, and efficiency of Mr. Murray 
Burton. He was sure the proprietors 
would wish to thank him and all the 
other officers who had contributed to the 
very satisfactory results which had been 
submitted to them. 

Mr. A. D. DopcGson seconded and the 
vote of thanks was carried with acclama- 
tion. 

Mr. Murray Burton, in reply, said 
he would be pleased to convey the ex- 
pression of thanks to all concerned in 
Malta as well as in London. 

On the proposition of Mr. Dopcsoy, 
seconded by Mr. R. H. BLAKESLEY, a 
vote of thanks was accorded to the 
Chairman and Directors, which was 
briefly acknowledged by Mr. PADDON. 


I.G.E. and W.P.C. 


The 4th World Power Conference was 
held in London last week, and on Wed- 
nesday, July 12, the President of the 
Institution of Gas Engineers, Mr. F. M. 
Birks, C.B.E., and the Council entertained 
at No. 17, Grosvenor Crescent, S.W.1, 
the Institution’s headquarters, gas in- 
dustry representatives attending the Con- 
ference. Mr. Birks received the guests 
at an informal cocktail party, and those 


from overseas who accepted the Insti- ' 
tution’s invitation included the follow- 


ing: 
A. K. Bak (Copenhagen), P. Christen- 
sen (Copenhagen), W. J. 


Comminges (Paris), J. J. Derksen (The 
Hague), 
Fairchild (Newark, N.J.), A 
(Washington, D.C.), Dr. 
(Essen), Dr. R. V. Heberlein (Wattwil, 
Ch.), J. Henrard (Brussels), Dr. 
T. P. W. Karreman (The Hague), W. 
Karrer (Ziirich, Ch.), Dr. A. Kloss 
(Vienna), E. Lecutier (Algiers), Dr. W. 
A. Macfarlane (Washington, D.C., G.B.), 
P. Maisonneuve (Algiers), S. I. Mariz 


. (Lisbon), E. Mercier (Paris), Dr. F. zur 


Nedden (Dusseldorf), G. J. E. Nerot 
(Paris) L. L. Newman (Washington, 
D.C.), Professor C. Padovani (Milan), 
G. Popovici (Rotterdam), G. Ribaud 
(Paris), Dr. W. C. Schroeder (Washing: 
ton, D.C.), J. P. Simon Thomas (Anm- 
sterdam), W. K. Stabell (Oslo), Dr. A. F. 
Sundgren (Helsingfors), P. Sporn (New 
York), L. Staufer (Vienna), J. F. Thi- 
bault (Paris), N. H. M. Tychon (Heer- 
len), B. A. M. Van Dorp (Amsterdam), 
and J. W. Zwartsenberg (The Hague). 

The Women’s Gas Council gave 3 
reception and luncheon party at Gas 
Industry House on July 12 for ladies 
accompanying delegates to the World 
Power Conference. Miss K. M. Halpin. 
0.B.E., President, and Miss C. E. 
Ellington Wright, M.B.E., Chairman, «nd 
several members of the Executive Com- 
mittee were present. Miss Halpin gave 
a brief introduction to the work and 
activities of the Women’s Gas Council. 

Later, at the invitation of Radiation 
Ltd., the guests visited the two houses 
demonstrating whole-house heating at 
Stanmore. 

Headquarters members of the Women’s 
Women’s Gas Council are acting 4 
French, German, or Italian speaking 
hostesses during the conference. 


Ciszewski § 
(Geneva), J. Commelin (Paris), B. de i 


G. A. J. De Roo Eance), F.P. 
C. Fieldner 
F. Gummert & 


July J 
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you need this 


FOR EFFICIENT AND ECONOMICAL GREASING 


. Nerot 
hington, 
(Milan). 
Ribaud 
Vashing- 
is (Am: Bes ti f - ect, , P 
rr. A. Fe ics The manufacture of lubricating equipment has been an important 
n (New & , 
F. Th: a . B.S : és : ; : 
1 (Heer & \. ie 7 been responsible for many revolutionary advances in lubricator design. 
=" a Of these the latest is the “Improved” 2G Mechanical Grease Lubricator. 
e). 
gave 1 “ee 
at Gas & range of greases than previous types and has an extensive field of appli- 
4 ager cation, as will be seen from the few examples mentioned in this advertise- 
es ment. Engineers of the Wakefield Industrial Lubrication Service will be 
c. £. 
ian, and 
ve Com: for your equipment and skilled fitters are available to undertake lubricator 
Di gave 
ork and \ 
Council. Send for a complimentary copy 
adiation 


 fhouses \ N ’ of this descriptive booklet, WAKEFI ELD 


ating at sia : 
writing your application on MECHANICAL LUBRICATORS 


ong your business letterheading. 
speak ing a 


Wakefield activity for over 50 years. During this time the Company has 


This new model which is British made throughout will handle a far wider 


pleased to recommend the most suitable form of forced feed lubrication 


installation and maintenance. 


WAKEFIELD & CO. LTD - GROSVENOR STREET - LONDON 
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MOKERS - SPACE HEATERS + WATER HEATERS 


2A. MAIN LTD + MAIN WATER HEATERS LTD. 
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GLOBE METER WORKS 
Telephone: MAIN 3815 


MITCHAM, SURREY 
Telephone: MITCHAM 2121 
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CONTROL 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
49, ABLOW STREET 


Telephone: WOLVERHAMPTON 2 
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Multiply the number of 
executives in your office by the time they 
have to wait for their morning letters to 
be opened, and then by the number of 
working days in a year, and you will arrive 
at a surprising total of wasted time! Most 
of which could be saved by installing an 


mal ee oS ICC letter-opening machine in your post- 

\ i . Lb - . 
( SAN \ room... lt will open your post quickly 
fs ype PT 7 with absolute safety ; any letters in danger 


of being cut are automatically rejected. It’s 

all-electric ; the youngest junior can operate 

it. It takes up next to no room. It will 

AN has ever been give excellent service. And it costs the 
hs own worst same as it did before the war. We'll gladly 


enemy ; that has often 
been proved by his send you more details. 


resistance to the in- 
troduction of the 
machine. 

In 1743 he fought 
against the innovation 


of the power loom— nf 
. : Excerp from ‘‘ The SCOTSMAN, 
in 1845 against the Wednesday, January 16, 1850. 


sewing machine — in 

1882 against the typewriter. Even to-day he is re- 
sisting the introduction of new machines. And this, 
despite the fact that whenever man has made the 
machine his slave, his productivity has increased many 
times with less physical effort, and with an improved 
standard of living. 

Whatever may have been said against the Gas 
Meter 100 years ago is as forgotten as the ‘‘ peep 
of gas.”” To-day the ‘‘A.& M.”’ Meter is the faithful 
geni of the enlightened gas engineer, and we are 
rightly proud of our 100 years’ contribution to 
the betterment of mankind. 


International Coin Counting Machine Co. Ltd. 
i — Alexandra Road, Enfield, Middlesex 
“ ey em al =} Telephone : Howard 1886 





Northern Sales Office : 9 Quebec Street, 
City Square, Leeds. Phone : Leeds 21323 


) Makers of letter-opening, envelope-sealing, coin- 


CELEBRATING 100 YEARS’ SERVICE TO THE GAS INDUSTRY , P : 
; counting and token-counting machines. 


> —— he 
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EtO-LTD. 


TIPTON* STAFFS 


CONTRACTORS FOR GAS 
MAINLAYING 


"Phone: TIPTON 2161 ‘Grams: “ PIPELINES” 
(5 lines), 
GRAPHITE PRODUCTS LTD. 
LONDON, S.W.11. 











| “THE DOUGLAS PUMP” 


SHEWN FITTED WITH SUCTION 
PIPE LINE STRAINER, GIVING 
CHOICE OF TWO SUCTION LINES, 
PUMP & STRAINER STEAM HEATED. 
GOOD SUCTION. SLOW SPEED. 


WILLIAM DOUGLAS & SONS LTD., 
PUTNEY - - LONDON, S.W.15, | fun 


Telegrams : 
“Purificatic 


GAS METERING — “K 
: : 


A properly installed Meter meets the 





requirements of British Standard Code of eS s 2 Tins tor & 
Practice, C.P.331.102 and of course it has < ef ( 


Lead pipe connections Aa. Peau 


33, ST 


A good arrangement for meter housing is to provide a small compart- Ai Telep 
ment inside the building. This should be in a position of easy access ; j £ Renslon OY 
without disturbing the household, and as near as practicable to the 
point where service pipe enters the building. try . Z 

Meter compartments should be dry, well ventilated and made of K ¢ Ane Li 
fire resisting material. i (i 

Positions to be avoided are : above cooking or heating appliances, 
in larders or food stores, under draining boards or adjoining sinks, A 2! 6! to 3! of 
where there is likely to be a wide variation in temperature. al "Sk" index to floor level 

If a single compartment is to be used for both gas and electricity 2" minimum: * 
meters and their controls, a fire resisting and non-conducting partition 3" minimum * 
should be fitted between them. 


The Technical Information Bureau of the Lead Industries Develop- THERE IS 

ment Council, which exists to give assistance on problems relating to NO SUBSTITUTE 
the use of lead sheet and pipe in building work, will be pleased to give 
advice on any questions relating to the uses of the materials. FOR LEAD 


LEAD INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, EAGLE HOUSE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, SWI Now in plentiful supply 
LEAD TECHNICAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 25 LOWER BELGRAVE STREET, LONDON, SWI PHONE: SLOANE 0474 LEAD 


B.79/8/49 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE 


The ‘*Gas Journal” is published every Wednesday, price I/-; by post 1/2d. 


Subscription Rates : Home and Empire :- 45/- per annum ; Foreign :- 52/- per annum. (Both payable in advance.) A copy of the 
** Gas Journal ” Calendar & Directory is presented each year to continuous subscribers. 
Classified Advertisements : All small classified advertisements are cha at 1/6 per line (approx. 7 words) - minimum charge 7/6. 


A Box Number address occupies 2 lines, and a further 6d. is wee towards cost of postage on replies. Copy 
must be received by first post on Monday to ensure insertion in that week’s Journal. 


Displayed Advertisements : Rates obtainable on application to the Business Manager. Change of copy for displayed spaces must be 


received 14 days prior to publication if proofs are required. Type area of inside pages 10” deep x 7” wide; 
block screen 120. 











BUSINESS MANAGER: S. T. CULLEN 


MIDLANDS OFFICE: 10, Union Street, Birmingham. 
NORTHERN MANAGER: W. Q. Foster, 33, St. Helens Road, Harrogate. 

















*Phone: Harrogate 84291. 





WALTER KING, LTD., II, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
Telephone: CENtral 2236-7. 


OXIDE 


BEST QUALITY DUTCH BOG ORE 


CTIV. WEST SURREY DIVISION. 
SPECIALLY A cael D OXIDE OF ASSISTANT ENGINEER, MITCHAM WORKS. 


PPLICATIONS f i 
ee os one = Fath pte APINSSISTANT ENGINEDI ar che Miteoen Works 


of the West Surrey Division. 
Send your enquiries to in‘\pPlicants should be qualified chemists experienced 
in t 


e control of gas manufacturing and purification 
CAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL | processes. 





Telegrams: Gasking, Fleet, London. 





APPOINTMENTS VACANT 


WALES GAS BOARD 
NEWPORT UNDERTAKING. 


APPLICATIONS are invited from persons 
holding a diploma in domestic science, or similar 

qeitenion, for the post of ASSISTANT HOME 

ERVICE ADVISER AND DEMONSTRATOR 
to work under the control of the Senior Home Service 
Adviser. 

The salary will be in accordance with qualifications 
and experience and not exceeding £275 per annum. 

Applications, stating all relevant details, together 
with the names of two referees, should be sent to the 
undersigned within 14 days of the appearance of this 
advertisement. 

























SOUTH EASTERN GAS BOARD 
















































































The salary will be from £650 to £750 per annum J. F. Rust, 
COMPANY LIMITED according to qualifications and experience. General Manager and Engineer. 
ESTABLISHED 1873 Applications (quoting reference VAC/83), giving} Gas Offices, 
details of age, present occupation, experience and| Hill Street, 
PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34, OLD BROAD STREET, | qualifications, &c., should reach the undersigned not Newport, 
later than 14 days after publication of this notice. Mon. 
LONDON, E.C. 2. R. J. Mc 
Lat Stock, London.” anetien tl S077 my. Na Personnel Manager. NORTH WESTERN GAS BOARD 











APPOINTMENT OF SAFETY OFFICER. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
SAFETY OFFICER to the Board at a salary 
which will not be less than £850 per annum. 

The successful applicant will be required to frame 
regulations and advise, through the Board’s appro- 
priate officers, employees so that their duties can be 
carried out with the minimum of risk of accidents to 
themselves and others and the minimum risk of damage 
to the property of the Board and others. 

Candidates should supply information on their 
experience in accident prevention and give details of 
any qualifications. The names of two referees should 
also be supplied. 

The successful candidate may be required to pass 
a medical examination and to subscribe to such scheme 
of superannuation as the Board may adopt in the future. 

Applications should be forwarded to the under- 
signed not later than 14 days from the publication of 
this advertisement. Envelopes should be endorsed 
* Safety Officer’ in the top left-hand corner. 


OK LE ec N O & F’? SOUTH WESTERN GAS BOARD 


NORTHERN DIVISION. 
THE COOKER CLEANER BRISTOL SUB-DIVISION. 


Tins for Sale to Consumers. in Bulk for Works Usa SECNEs OF SVE. 


APPLICATIONS for the above appointment 
are invited. 


OXIDE OF IRON. cTbe appointment is graded AP.T. VIII (£685. 
The duties include the purchase of most of the goods 
34 A LE & CH U RCH LTD, |v<cby te Sub-Division and responsibility for obtain- 
* ¢ jing the a cqnties i of —- ———e and 
using the g ‘or submission to the Accountancy 

33, ST. MARY AT HILL, LONDON, E.C.3. Department, together with the allocation of charges. 
Telephone : Telegrams : Applications, ots the names of referees, should 
Mansion House 1156. “Balefire, London.” | be made in writing to the Manager, Bristol Sub-Division, 
South Western Gas Board, Radiant House, Bristol, 1, 




































































not later than Monday, August 14, and the envelope S. G. Dgavin, 
The should be endorsed ‘ For the personal attention of the} Bridgewater House, Secretary. 
Manager.’ 60, Whitworth Street, 
LIMIT OF EFFICIENCY Cuartes R. INGHAM, Manchester, 1. 





Manager. 








CAN BE REACHED 


NORTH WESTERN GAS BOARD 

















AST MIDLANDS GAS BOARD 
by the use of ria SOUTH LANCASHIRE GROUP. 
NORTH LINCS SUB-DIVISION. WARRINGTON UNDERTAKING. 
, ] [ ] X SKEGNESS UNDERTAKING. ne wenn. | 
evel ee eT PPLICATIONS are invited for the abo i 
ve : 
GAS PURIFYING MATERIAL APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of A position for which the salary will be within the 





SALES SUPERINTENDENT at a commencing 
salary at the rate of £420 per annum. 
Candidates must have knowledge of practical gas- 
fitting work and be experienced in the development of 
and showroom organisation. Experience with 
e scale catering equipment will be an advantage. 
The appointment will be subject to the provisions 
¢ such superannuation scheme as may be adopted by 
e 
Applications, stating age, qualifications and ex- 
perience, t er with details of present and previous 
PATENTS appointments and the names of two referees, should 
be addressed to the undersigned, to be received not 


KINGS PATENT AGENCY, LTD. |!** 0 July 2% 1950. 


(Director, B. T. King, A.I.M.E., Patent Agent) | Gasworks, 
Advice. Handbook, free. 146a,Queen| S ‘old Street, 
Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. Phone : City 6161. by. 


range of £420-£465 per annum. ’ 

Applicants should have had experience of carbonisa- 
tion in vertical retorts, carburetted water gas plants, 
and in the control of other gasworks ancillary plant. 

The successful applicant may be required to pass a 
medical examination, and to subscribe to such scheme 
of superannuation as may be adopted in the future. 

Applications, appropriately endorsed and giving 
personal details, particulars of training, qualifications 
and experience, accompanied by copies of two recent 
Testimonials, should reach the undersigned not later 
than 12 days after the publication of this advertisement. 

R. L. GREAvVEs, 
South Lancashire Group, General Manager. 

Radiant House, 












Sole Importers: 


HARRISONS (London) LIMITED 
66, Mark Lane, LONDON, E.C.3 














Telegrams 
Birchrock, London 








Telephone : 
ROYal 3120 























KENNINGTON, 
Sub-Divisional Manager. 
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT (ctd.) 


JDRAUGHTSMAN with sound knowledge of 
gasworks and allied chemical plant —_ a 
quired. e 35 or upwards. Pension scheme. 
nent position to suitable applicant. 
Fullest details of experience, age and salary, to 
a & J. Dempster, Ltp., Gas Plant Works, Manchester, 
10. 








NORTHERN GAS BOARD 
CARLISLE DIVISION. 
WORKS CHEMIST. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the ap 
ment of WORKS CHEMIST to the 
Works. 

Applicants should have experience in the control of 
all gasworks plant, and be capable of carrying out all the 
necessary routine tests required in modern gasworks 
practice. 

The salary will be £420 rising by increments of £15, 
subject to satisfactory service, to a maximum of £465 
per annum 

The successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination and to subscribe to such super- 
annuation scheme as the Board may adopt in the future. 

Applications, Stating age, qualifications and ex- 
perience, and giving the names of two referees, should 
be addressed to the undersigned to arrive not later than 
August 2, 1950. 


oint- 
lisle 


J._G. AITKEN, M.INST.GAS E., 
Gasworks, Divisional General Manager. 
Rome Street, 


Carlisle. 





WEST MIDLANDS GAS BOARD 
WARWICKSHIRE DIVISION. 
COVENTRY DISTRICT. 
SHIFT ENGINEER. 


APPLICATIONS are invited from suitably 
qualified persons for the above appointment. 

Candidates should have received first class training 
and experience in modern gasworks practice, including, 
in particular, the control and operation of continuous 
vertical retorts and carburetted water gas plants. 

The salary will commence at £520 per annum, 
rising, subject to satisfactory service, to a maximum of 
£570 per annum, and the appointment will be subject 
to such superannuation regulations as the Board may, 
in due course, adopt. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications and present 
position, should be accompanied by the names of two 
referees, and should be addressed to Mr. A. Allen, 
Divisional Manager, Warwickshire Division, Gas Street, 
Coventry, to reach him not later than 14 days after the 
appearance of this advertisement. Applicants are 
requested to quote reference T.P.3 when replying to 
this advertisement. 

F. H. Cureton, 
Secretary. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF HALIFAX 
BOROUGH ENGINEER’S DEPARTMENT. 
APPOINTMENT OF 
HEATING AND VENTILATING ASSISTANT. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 

appointment at a salary in accordance with 
Grade IV, A.P.T., of the National Scales (£480, rising 
to £525 per annum). Candidates must be competent 
to design and supervise the maintenance of heating 
and ventilating plant and should possess appropriate 
technical qualifications. 

The successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination and the appointment is a super- 
annuated one. 

Candidates must disclose whether to their knowledge 
they are related to any member of or the holder of 
any senior office under the Council. 

Applications, appropriately endorsed, stating age, 
qualifications and experience, together with copies of 
three Testimonials, should be delivered to the under- 
signed not later than Saturday, August 12, 1950, 

RICHARD DE Z. HALL, 
Town Hall, Town Clerk. 
Halifax. 


July 1 13, 1950. 1950. 





EDUCATIONAL 
* THE UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 


WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT HOLMES 
SCHOLARSHIP IN GAS ENGINEERING. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the William 
Cartwright Holmes Scholarship in Gas Engineer- 
ing, tenable in the University of Leeds. 

The present value of the Scholarship is £140 per 
annum, and it is tenable for one, two or three years, 
with power of extension for a fourth year on the recom- 
mendation of the Senate to the William Cartwright 
Holmes Scholarship Committee, appointed by the 
Institution of Gas Engineers. 

Further particulars and forms of application may be 
obtained from the Registrar, The University, Leeds, 2, 
A —_— application should be made before August 19, 
1950. 





THE UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 


CORBET AND HENRY WOODALL 
SCHOLARSHIP IN GAS ENGINEERING. 
BY the generous action of certain former gas 

companies, the Scholarship previously known 
as the Corbet Woodall Scholarship has been raised in 
value from £60 to £135 per annum, and in order to 
perpetuate the memory of Mr. Henry Woodall, the 
name has now been changed to the Corbet and Henry 
Woodall Scholarship. 

The Scholarship is intended to enable a student to 
take a course of study in gas engineering at the University 
in preparation for a responsible position as a gas en- 
gineer. Applicants must be qualified to enter upon a 
degree course. 

Further particulars and forms of application may be 
obtained from the Registrar, The University, Leeds, 2, 
to — application should be made before August 19, 
1950. 








CONTRACTS OPEN 





CITY AND COUNTY OF 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
THE Corporation invite tenders for the follow- 


ing 

360 SQUARE- -SHAPED GAS LANTERNS made 
to take glass sides of a specified size. Lanterns to be 
made from 8 lb. copper with bottoms of 12 Ib. copper, 
hinged pattern tops, with loose enamelled reflectors 
and to suit underfeed supply. To be glazed with 24 oz. 
glass and painted green outside and white inside. 

Templates of glass side and door will be supplied 
on application to the City Lighting Department, 
Blagdon Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. 

Tenders to be addressed: Superintendent, City Light- 
ing Department, Blagdon Street, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, 1, marked ‘Tenders’ and received not later 
than August 25, 1950. ; ; 

The Corporation does not bind itself to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

By Order, 


JOHN ATKINSON, 
Town Clerk. 


THE BRITISH GAS PURIFYING 
MATERIALS CO., LTD. 


NATURAL BRITISH. 
DUTCH BOG ORE. 
SPENT OXIDE. 


LONDON ROAD, LEICESTER. 


Telegrams: ‘‘BRIPURIMAT ” 
Telephone: 59086 
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PLANT FOR SALE 








HINCKLEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


THE Council invite offers for 32 ove Lian 

MAXILLA UPRIGHT LANTERNS, wit 
faceted reflectors and frogs to fit 34 in. O.D. spigox 
Fitted with Comet igniters, but less controllers. Burney 
fitted with four No. 1 nozzles, gas injectors for Bas, 
Calor fic value 475 B.Th.U., and 0.5 specific gravity 
and constant press governors. All new and finishe 
aluminium. 


H. M. ETHERINGTON, B.SC., A.M.I.C.E., 


9, Station Road, Public Lighting Engineer, 
Hinckley, 


Leics 
July 12, 1950. 














































CONNELL OF COATBRIDGE 


OFFER THE FOLLOWING BOILERS FOR 
IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL. 


ECONOMIC TYPE. 

Babcock & Wilcox marine type WATER TUBE 
BOILER, 22,000 lb. evaporation, 250 Ib. workin 
pew oil fired and complete with burner ehemen 
oil and water pump, fuel storage tanks, &c. The boile 
is self contained, requires no building in and can by 
moved or shipped in one piece. Very suitable fy 
land installation. Practically new. 

Three ECONOMIC TYPE BOILERS, 13 ft. 6 in 
diameter by 10 ft. 6 in. =e by 180 lb. working pressure, 

hree furnace. 


LANCASHIRE, 
Two 30 ft. by 7 ft. by 140 lb. working pressur 
One 21 ft. by 7 ft. 6 in. by 100 lb. working pressur. 
One 24 ft. by 6 ft. 6 in. by 100 lb. working pressur 


VERTICAL. 

One Blake Multitubular, 18 ft. by 6 ft. by 160 | 
working pressure. 

One Melvin, oil fired, thimble tube, 12 ft. 4 in. by 
5 ft. 3 in. by 100 lb. working pressure. 

One Cross Tube, 12 ft. by 5 ft. by 75 Ib. workin 
pressure. 

One Blake Multitubular, 10 ft. 9 in. by 4 ft. 6 in 
by 90 lb. working pressure. 

One Cochrane Multitubular, 10 ft. by 4 ft. 6 in. by 
100 lb. working pressure. 

One Ruston Thermax No. 12, oil fired, 9 ft. 3 in 
by 4 ft. 1 in. by 120 lb. working pressure. 

Two Cross Tube, 7 ft. by 3 ft. by 100 Ib. workin 
pressure. 

Two Cross Tube, 6 ft. by 3 ft. by 100 lb. working 
pressure. 

Four Clarkson Thimble Tube, oil fired, Typ’ 
BATO/35, 120 Ib. working pressure, 300 lb. evapor:- 
tion. 


LOCO TYPE. 
One 12 N.H.P., 100 lb. working pressure, by Robe; 


For full particulars ag 0 SR a N. CONNELL, 

































































































































LTD., PHOEN IFTON WORKS) 
COATBRIDGE, SCOTLAND. Telephone Cox: 
bridge 1121 (5 lines). 





REPAIRS 
BRIGHT, SON & CO. 


(CLERKENWELL) LTD. 
FOR PUBLIC LIGHTING. 
CLOCK CONTROLLER REPAIRS. 


20 Northburgh St. 17 & 18, Gt. Sutton 
Clerkenwell, E.C.!. Clerkenwell, E.C.|. 
Clerkenwell 7171. London Wall 0267. 





and at 


i & FLOOD, LTD., 182, Oldham Roaj, 

Manchester, 4, Phone ba 1393, are ina itio 
to undertake all t BONIZING PLAN 
REPAiRS, Retort Ky, - ction, Product 
Relinings, Hot and Cold Patching, Structural Sted 
work Erected and Dismantled. Expert advice available 
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IRON & STEEL 


PLATES « 


SHEETS 
BARS & SECTIONS 
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Holmes-Connersville Exhausters. 


The Stoke Gaslight Company 
installed a Holmes Rotary Brush 
Washer. 


Five Works amalgamated into 
1925 the Stoke-on-Trent Corporation 
Gas Department. 


Six additional Holmes Rotary 
1697-1932 Brush Washers installed. 


Holmes ‘“‘Multifilm’ Static 


1933 Washer at Etruria Works. 


Five additional Holmes Static 


1933-1945 Washers installed. 


1950 Work in progress: a complete 
plant on a new site. 


In addition to washers, practically every other 
type of plant used on a gasworks has been 
built at Stoke by W. C. Holmes & Co. Ltd. 


Se SNS 


HOLMES = 


Complete plant in progress on a new site including Detarrers, Condensers, Exhausters, Ammonia 


Washers, Tower Purifiers, Air Blowers, Benzole Washers, Benzole Recovery Plant and Station Meters. 


kind permission of J. E. STANIER, Esq., G.M., M.I.Chem.E., M.Inst.Gas E., Divisional Manager of the North Staffordshire Group, 
West Midlands Gas Board. 
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HIS is a medium temperature infra-red radiant heat 
burner for use on high pressure gas supplies only, 
say 3 to 5 lbs. per square inch, and it can be fitted 

to any type of oven or any travelling tunnel or stationary 
tunnel. A heat-resisting meial disc of about 4 inche; 
diameter forms the radiant and operates at a bright red 
heat. The disc is mounted in a cast iron holder, and each 
holder is fed by its own high pressure injector. Gas 
consumption is about}20 cubic feet per hour. 


HE illustrations show,%atthe top, both sides of the 
T * KEITH - BLACKMAN "@Infra-red Burner, and at the 
bottom six of twelve burners applied to a paint drying oven, 


“KEITH-BLACKMAN™ 
INFRA - RED 


——GAS BURNER——— AL 


’ EST EG 
Price on application 


pke hop) 
KEITH BLACKMAN LTD., MILL MEAD ROAD, LONDON, N.I7. TN: TOTTENHAM 4522. TA: “ KEITHBLAC NORPHONE LONDON.” e 
Branch Offices in Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, Newcastle-on-Tyne,’ Glasgow, Penarth nr. Cardiff, and Belfast. Works: London and Arbroath. urseé or 
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FOOT POUNLS 
AND 
FOOT SLOGGERS 


Scientists will tell you that over 30,000 
foot-pounds of energy are required to rais: 
a hundredweight of solid fuel from the ground 
floor to the second storey of a block of flats .... 
that is if the flats are of the out-of-date 
kind in which the fuel for heating water 
has to be humped upstairs, dust and all. 
Flat dwellers of the future will certainly 
not expect to inherit that inconvenience. 
More, they will resent being limited 

to 30 gallons or so of hot water at a time, 
whereas with an Ascot they could have 

an instant and inexhaustible supply. 

For these reasons far-seeing architects and local 
authorities are specifying Ascot Gas Water 
Heaters—which provide a hot water service in line 


with modern ideas. 


The Ascot technical depart- 
ment possesses wide 
experience of hot-water plan- 
ning. Its officers are freely 
available for consultation. 
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